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To the Chriſtian READ ER. 


After Richard Baxter in hi Second diſputation of right 
to Sacraments, begins thus; It may ſeem ſtrange that 
after 162 5. years uſe of Chriſtian Baptiſm, the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel ſhould be yet unreſol ved, to whom it doth 
belong; yet ſo it is. And I obſerve that ir is a queſtion, 
that they are now very ſollicitous about, and I cannot 

blame them, it being not onely about a matter of Divine 
appointment, but a practical of ſuch concernment to the Church. The true 
reaſon hereof ſeems to be, that Miniſters have for many Ages left the 
true Baptiſm of belicvers which Chriſt appointed, and like Michal, inſtead of 
it have ſubſtituted an Image or Idol of their own, to wit, Infant Baptiſm, 
which being quite beſides the rule of Chriſt, Matth. 28. 19. Mark 16. 1 5. and 
the Apoſtles practice throughout the Act of the Apoſtles, they bave been at 4 
loſs about the ground of it, and almoſt at Daggers drawing about the uſe of it. 
As it happens to fellow-travellers, when they are all out of the right way, one 
conjefures this way they ſhould go, another that, aud ſometimes they are at 
hot diſputes and contentions about their way, and many by=ways are attempted, 
yet ſtill the farther they go the more out of the way, till they come into the Road 
again : So it hath been with Baptizers of Infants 3 they are fallen into many 
nem devices to maintain Infant Baptiſm, the ancients with the Papiſts ima- 
gining that by it Gods grace was given, and that it was neceſſary 10 ſave the 
child from periſhing, the Lutherans that by Baptiſm a ſeed of faith and ſome 
relative grace was given to Infants ( 10 which Defor Samuel Ward, Biſhop 
Davenant, Doctor Cornelius Burges, Maſtcr Thomas Bedford, Maſtcr James 
Cranford, and others have of late much inclined ) others oppoſing theſe haue 
fallen into as bad conceits of the Covenant of Goſpel grace, as made 10 A belie- 
ver and his ſeed, Bapriſms ſucceſſion to Jewiſh Circnmciſion , and ſeiching 4 
rule from therce, as others ſrom the Jewiſh Baptiſm. Maſter Baxter having 
found theſe unſafe to reſt on, fub they will bring the aſſertors to the avouching 
Jewiſh teneis, hath deviſed another (as he conceives ) more refined and ſub- 
tile way, making Infants Diſciples of Chriſt mediately by the parents, or pro- 
parents ( as bis new term is) faith (which be never proves ) and an im- 
gined ordinance or law of Injants viſible Church-memberſiip (no where we 

A 2 tans 


— 


To the Chriſtian READ R R. 


tant) unreptaled, and in following theſe dy- g, they have been at variance 
among themſelves. Tertullian, and Gregory Nazianzen onely allowing In- 
fant Baptiſm in caſe of mani ſeſt danger of imminent death, others ro take away 
original fin, Ring all, weak or ſtrong, believers or unbelievers children 3 
which had eee thruſt Baptiſm of believers out of the World, and un- 
der colour of Chriftening, (as they faſly term their Infant Baptiſm ) and ma- 
king Chriſtian ſouls by throwing water on them , they bave ſo e the 
Churches of God with the dregs of the nations, I mean, innumerable ignorant, 
ſcandalcus , prophane , ſuperſtitions haters, (corners, and perſecutors of 
Chriſtianity, that nothing but the mighty power of God is ſufficient to purge the 
Churches of God of that loathſome and infectious filth, which theſe have brought 
into it. The Papiſts themſelves do in a ſort confeſs that Infant Baptiſm is an 
aberration from ihe firſt rule, in that they count it not per fect till their Mimi- 
cal, and ludicrous Sacrament of Confirmation be added, which was uſed with 
ſome reformation in reſpect of the right, and diſclaiming of ſome errours affixed 
ro it, and with the appointment of Catechixing by the late Biſhops , and from 
them termed Biſhopping , though without any remarkable emendation of the 
intruſion of ignorant, ungodly, unchrifiian perſons into ihe ſociety of Chriſti- 
ans and the Lords ſupper. Some of thoſe who of late bave ſought reformation 
herein, begin to deviſe how they may remedy this evil, and yet keep the mul- 
ritude in their Communion, by refining that wbich % called Confirmation, 
To this purpoſe, lately is publiſhed by Mafier Jonathan Hanmer, An exercita- 
tion or Confirmation, to which Maſter George Hughes, Maſter Richard 
Baxter, and Maſter Ralph Venning, bave prefixed their Epiſtles 3 concer- 
ning which, bow be is miſtaken in the laying on of bands uſed by the Ancients, 
and the application of Heb. 6. 2. to Confirmation after Infant Baptiſm, is 
perceptible bySeR. 23. of the ſecond part of my Review, and ſundry paſſages in bis 
own book,in which many things beſides are vented without proof, abaut difference 
between the Church of Infants and Adult members, of thc effect of Con firma- 
tion, of compleat and incompleat viſibie Church-members , &c. the errors of 
which it is unneceſſary to refute, there being no proof of them offered, but 
his own and other Divincs miſtakes, and the main of the deſign being to — up 
another humane invention, which hath no precept or promiſe of God , that he 
may uphold or colour over an old corrupt ion. It pleaſed God lately to begin to 
bring the truth concerning Baptiſm of belicvers to light in this Nation , which 
ſtirred up many to contend for Infant Baptiſm, and baving, as they imagined 
( though the three parts of my Review now publiſhed do ſufficiently ſbem they are 
deceived )made that ſure, they have of late fallen to diſpute whoſe Infants are to 
be Baptized, Mr. Thomas Hooker, Mr. Cobbet, Ar. Eirmin, and others pleading 
againſt the Baptiſm of the Infants of the national and parochial Church members, 
and ſome of them reſtraining it to Infants of inchurched Church-members, and 
thoſe who are judged to be real vifible Saints, bave been oppoſed by Maſter Ru- 
therford, Maſter Cawdery, Maſter Blake, and others. Maſter Blake to main- 
rain bi tenet, bath aſſerted that a Dogmatical faith intitles to baptiſm : to oppoſe 
which, Maſter Baxter, however in his Letter to me he pretends the unpleaſantuc ſs 
and non-neceſſity of meddling any more about the point of Infant Baptiſm, the 
want of time and health for work of greater moment , that he might decline 
ftering where bis law of Infants viſible Church-memberſhip unrepealed is, and 
5 thinks 
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thinks 4 man cannot juſtific it to lay out the hundreth part, or per bad the thou 
ſandib part of his time, ſtudy, talk, or Feal, upon this queſtion, yet here he blam :5 
not them that are ſollicitous about it, being of Divine appointment and pract i- 
cal, of ſuch concernment to the Church, and huh himſelf, biſiles bis Apolozy* 
be fore 1bis laſt year, pabliſhed a large Book of diſputat ions concerning right 0 
Sacraments, the ſecond whereof i; againſt Maſtcr Blake; which though it ws 
intended onely to overthrow his tener, yet indeed the middle terms and proofs of 

bis Arguments do beat down his own tenet of Infant Baptiſm, and direct into 
the right way of reſtoring believers Baptiſm. To demonſtrate which, that thoſe 
who have adhered to Mr. Baxter may ſee bow ill aſiſter Bixter hath dealt with 
them, and may, if God give them wiſdom to diſcern the truth, be brought into 

the right way of believers Baptiſm,is this writing framed, in which thou haſt 

preſented to thee, a remarkable inſtance of Gods providence, in clearing truth 
by the Pen of its moſt eminent adverſary, and of hi heedleſs writing, not ob- 
ſerving bow bis own Arguments againjt another fight againſt himſelf. The ur- 
ging thereof, i that way which Logicians approve of, and againſt the perſon is 
ever counted a good plex te Argue for bis own condemnation out of his on n 
mouth,and in this matter is good as to the thing, it being not oncly aſſerted by 
him, but alſo largely proved. In the publiſhing hereof there is no more wrong 
done to him, then was done by Biſhop Morton in his Apology, in alledging tbe 
Romaniſts words in their writings ,as an Advoca'c for the Proteſtants, againſt 
themſelves but much right to the truth and Church of God; nothing ic here ſet 
down as his but his own words, what is added be may diſcern'd by the different let- 
or ſome other mark, His caution, that he means bis propoſitions in ihe caſe of 
Baptiſm of adult perſons, and that he hath elſewhere proved Infant Baptiſm, 
are without wrong to him leſt out, ſith his Arguments do as ſtrongly prove there 
ſhould be none but Adult Baptiſm, as that none ſhould be Baptized apon the pro- 
feſſion of a bare Dogmatical Faith; for though his aim be onely to prove that the 
faith profeſſed which intitles to Baptiſm muſt be juſtifying, yer bis Arguments 
to prove this prove more, that none but ſuch as profeſs ſuch faith are to he Bar- 
tied, and thut this profeſſion is to be by each Baptized in his own perſon, and 
no other to be Baptized, Not one Tcxt he brings proves that a Parents or Propa- 
rents profeſſion doth intitle to Baptiſm 3 what he huh diſputed elſewhcre for 
Infant Baptiſm is all now anſwered and publiſhed in the three parts of my Re- 
view 3 no where doth he prove ( though that i it he ſhoull chiefly have proved) 
that in order to Baptiſm a Parents or Proparents profeſſion is by God allowed 
as the Infants own, but ſtill be ſupp ſeth it, which is the main point to be 
proved, which Logicians know of all fallac ier the groſſeſt, to wit, the beg- 
ging of the queſtion. Tet lately Maſter Baxter hath Printed a book about Con- 
firmation, in which he dictates many things which he [ould prove, of Infant 

viſible Church-members and their priviledges, and repeats bis ol 4 Arguments 
for Infant Baptiſm, and acknowledging onely bis ſorrow for provoking words, 
ſaith he will give ſome account, and in his preface to his book of Juſtification 
tells the Reader, he ſhall yet vindicate his Papers written to me, where he gives 

ſome reaſon alſo of Printing my Animadverſpons on his Aphoriſms of Fuſtifica- 
tion. His ſorrow for bis provoking words is ſome good fizn of Gods touching. 

his heart, and ſo far as belongs to my perſon I heartily forgive him, thaugh 
they have been extreamly injurious to me, to the trath and Church of Gol. 
An! 
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And for my Animadverfions he bath now Printed, he may underſtand that 1 
intend (if God vouchſaſe me liſe, and ſtrength, and teiſure ) to ſbew the in- 
ſufficiency of bis anſwers.” If he give an account and vindicate his Papers, I 
expect he ſhould do it otherwiſe then be did in bis Præſeſtinantis Motator, and 
his uſual fafhion is. Let him do that which becomes a Replicant, ſet down mine 
own words to which he anſwer's and anſwer them fully and diſtinctly without 
interrogations & exclamations,proving ſuch diftinfions,d: finitions, aſſertions, 
expoſutions, as I deny,and making good by ſolid proof his Arguments,which that 
learned man mentioned in my prejace to the third part of m Review counted not | 
lice an Argument for Infant Baptiſm, and allows'me to tell him, that if be will b 
chooſe bis beſt Argument he is ready to demonſtrate bis cenſure of his book to have 

been juſt. In the mean time I judge it neceſſary that this book be Printed that if 

God ſhall vouchſafe him ſuch mercy he may underſtand bis error from his own 

writing, and the Realer may judge whether the Lord doth not now abundantly 

refute Infant Baptiſm, and require bim to practiſe that command of Chriſt of 

being Baptized aſter believing, which bowever now reproached, was by al 

Chriſtians obſervea heretofore with much deal and conſcience of their duty and 

honor, and # commended to him from Chriſt and his Apoſiles. Remember tho 

words of Chrift, John 14. 15. If ye love me keep my commandments. Luke 

6. 46. And why call ye me Lord Lord, and do not the things which J ſay? 

Matth. 1 5. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men. Farewel, 


| LONDON, 12th. Moneth, the 21. 
day, 1658. 


Thine in our Lord, 


Joun Toms zs. 
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& Aſter Baxter of right to Sacraments, diſp. 2. pag. 
L $3. Argum. 1. If we muſt not baptize any who 
I profeſs not true repentance, then muſt we not 
baptize any Infants 3 but the antecedent is true. 
Therefore, & c. The conſequence of the major, is 
manifeſt, fich ihlk propoſition on which it de- 
bende, Infants pal not true repentance, ks 
manifeſt by ſenſe, The antecedent is eaſily pro- 
ved from Scripture, and I know not whether a- 
ny Proteſtant deny it. I prove 1. that Repen- 
3 Ps 0 22} = trance, 2. and ſuch as is proper to the effectually 
called is-neceflary to be profeſſed by all that we may baptize 3 I will joyn the 
proof of both together. Argum. 1. If Fobn Baptiſt required the profeſſion 
of true repentanee in men before he would baprize them, then ſo muſt we: 
but Fohn did ſo, therefore the conſequence is clear, 1. For either ohn bap- 
tiſm and Chriſts were the ſame, as moſt of our Diviries againit the Papiſts do 


Cy 


maintain (though Zancby, and ſome few more follow the judgement of the 


ancient Doctors in this) or as Calvin Inſtitut. ſaith, the difference ſeems to 
be but this, that John baptized them into the Meſſiah to come, and the 
Apoſtles into the name of the M ſſiah already come. 2. Or if the difference 
be greater we may argue 4 fortiori, from the more forcible ; if ꝓohns baptiſm 
required a proſeſſi on of repentance, then much more Chriſts; for certainly 
Chrilkcequired not leſs then Fohn, not did he take the impenitent into his 
Kingdom whom ohn excluded. The antecedent I prove. 1. From Marki.334: 
He preached, Dari di bg eig apeoi u uα , the baptiſm of repen- 
tance unto the remiſſion of ſins. And doubleſs that repentance which is in 
remiſſionempecatorum, unto the remiſſion of fins, is true ſpecial repentance. 
One of our Divines, and many of the Papiſts have found another evaſion : 
That is, that Fobn did engage them to repent, bur not requiring a-profeſſion 
of repentance as foregoing baptiſm ; but this is againſt the whole: cui rent of 
expolitors-, ancient and modern, and 2. againſt the plain ſcope of the Text. 
The words in Matth. 3 6. are ¶ they were baptized of him in Fordan, confeſ- 
ſing their fins ] This confeſſion was with, yea beſore their bapriſm 3 and 
this confeſſion was the 3 of repentance that Fobn required. Maldonate 
on the text, having firſt ra iled at Calvin and flandered him, as turning bap- 
tiſm into preaching, (as if he had e edFobns baptiꝝ ing, not of water bap- 
tiſm. but preaching, when he onely ſhew that both ſhould go together) dot h 
tell the Proteſtants that they cannot prove by this text that conſeſſion went 
before baptiſm, becauſe it is named aſter; hut that he might not ſeem utter- 
ly impudents he confeſſerh that the thing is true, and thar is the ſenſe of the 
tent, and this he confeſſeth hecauſe he muſt rather be a faithful expoſitor, then 
a.ſubtile agverſary. Ang if any ſhould ſay chat it's onely confeſſion that's: 
WE required, 
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(2) - 
required, which is no certain ſign of true repentance, I anſwer : When Fobn 
ſaith [ if we confeſs our fins, he is faithfull and juſt to forgive us our fins ] 
he rock that conf. ſſion to be a ſign of true repentance, and our expoſitors 
and the ancients befor them agree, that it was ſuth a confeſſion as was con- 
junct with a deteſtation and renouncing of the ſin, and it is expounded by 
that of As 19. 18. as Grotius noteth, to have a ſpecial deteſtation of the 

lin accompanying it, where to the word iZowoA: yu jperet is added x) a&ray- 

oY WAGTHS Tas Age dure? confeſſing and ſhewing their deeds. And it 
may ſuffice that the baptiſm to which this confeſſion was required, is the bap- 
tiſm of repentance, * . ; 

But it is objected that in the 11. verſ. of Mat ib. 3. It is ſaid by Fobn [I 
baptize you with water to repentance ] Therefore it is but an engagement 
of them to jt for the future. 

Anſw. Our Expoſitors have fully ſhewed that this Ggnifieth no more, but 
[ I baptize you upon your preſent profeſſion of repentance, to newnels of life] 
tor that this profeſſion did go before is proved akeady, & then the reſt can be no 
more, than the continuance of repentance and exerciſe of it in newneſs of 
lite, which they are engaged to for the future: Onely if any falſly profeſs it at 
preſent his own conſeſſion is an engagement to it as. a duty. Grotizs ſaith, 
that [ as p$7a&ruar poteſt non incommide exponi boc modo, baptiqo vor 

ſuper proſeſſione pænit emiæ quam facit, unto + ua may commod- 
ouſly be thus expounded; I baptize you upon proſeſſion of repentance, which 
ye make. The pla in meaning is in a word II do by baptiſm inĩtinte you into 
the ſtate of repentance , or of penitents ] but Chriſt ſhall give the Holy 
Ghoſt (as ir was poured forth ) And ſo (as Pelargus ſpeaks in Marth, 3. 
againſt Salmcron) we maintain Jahn baptiſm to be effectual, being 
baptiſm of repentance to remiſſion of fin 2 And that it was true tarice 
that he required appeareth further by che fruits of ĩt, that he calleth from rhe 
Phariſees, Matth. 3. 6, 7,8, 9. Laſtly; I ſhall prove anon that God hath 
not appointed us to baptize any upon a promile of repentance or faith, before 
they profeſs actual faith and repentance , nor are they fit for ſuch a cove- 
nant. 

Argum. 2. For the proof of the neceſſity of a proſeſſion of repentance 
before baptiſm, is this: It Jeſus Chriſt hath by Scripture, precept, and ex- 
ample, directed us to baptize thoſe that profeſs true repentance and no other, 
then we muſt baptize them and no ocher: But the antecedent is true; there. 
fore ſo is the conſequent. All that requireth proof is of rhe antecedent; ' which ] 
prove trom an enumeration of thoſe texts that do afford us this direQion (be- 
ſides the fore - mentioned.) ; --# — 

1. Jeſas Chriſt himſelf did by preaching repentance prepare men for bap- 
tiſm, and for his Kingdom, as Fobm before began to de, Matih. 4. 17. ſo 
Math. 1. 1 5. The Kingdom of God igar: hand, repem ye and believe the 
Gaſpe! 3 and to that end he ſent his Apoſtles and other Preachers, Mark 16. 
12. Ats 17. 30. Lake 14. 47. Repenrante and remiſſion is to be preach 
to all nations in his name, and bapriſm which is for the obfegnarion of temiffi- 
on of phᷣn, according to the appointed order, comes after repentance. © 

And when it is ſaid by $5bs: þ I-baptize-you with water to tepentanee, hut 
he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt ] Ah, 33 tx. Mark .d. Like 
5 3. 16. 
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16. It that Chrifts baptiſm comprehended Fobus and Grids 
Sin . 37-38. When the Fews were pricked in their heart (which 
| was 2 torie repentance ) and ſaid to Peter and the reſt of the Apoſtles 


{men and brethren what ſhall we do ? ] Peter ſaith to them, Repent, and be. 
baptizcd every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiflion of 
fins} fo that we muſt require and expect true evangelical repentance to be 
before baptiſm. For verſe 41. its added L Then they that gladly 
3 received his word were baptized] ſo that he baptized none that to outward 
3 9 appearance did not gladly receive that word , which could not be without a 
ofeſſion of that repentance. And he that hence perſwadeth to repent and be 
ptized for remiſſion, doth in the next chapter, verſe 19. require them to 
repent, and be converted, that their fins may be blotted out, ſhewing what 
F work of Prea- 
chers to the unbeticying world is ſometimes called a diſciplining of nations, 
which goerh before baptizing them, Matth. 28. 19, 20. 80 it is in other 
aces called a preaching of repentance and commanding all men eyery where 
ro repent, Ackt 17. 30. an opening of mens eyes and turning them from dark» 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive - 
remiſſion ( obfigned in Act 26, 18. 1. Repent and turn to 
God, verſe 20. And if it was the ſum of Pauls preaching to the unbaprized 
[ repentance toward God, and faith toward the Lord Jeſus Chriſt} A#s 20. 
21. So that it is apparent that they took the profeſſion or appearance of both 


Argum. 3. They that before they are baptized muſt renounce the world, 
the fleſh and the devil, muſt profeſs true Evangelical repentance (I mean till 
ſuch as hath a promiſe of pardon and ſalvation) bur all that are 
maſt renounce the world, and devil, of which we ſhall have occaſion to 

* we SIG that profeſs to be buried with Gheiſt in boprifay.,..and 
$ to wi in m, and to 
true tance; but all that are baprized any profeſs 


your 
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(4). 
the Coloſianr;- and therefore they are preſumed to be what they profeſs and ap- 
— apt That 1 of the body under the water did fignifig. our 

Facial with Chriſt and the death and putting off of our fins ; and though we 
now uſe a leſs. quantity of water, yet iris ©o Agne the ſame thing, 'or elſe we 
ſhould deſtroy the being of the Sacrament. So allo our riſing out of the - 
ter fignifieth our rikng and bring quickned together with him. 3. Note aſſo 
that it is not onely an engagement to this hereafter , but's thing preſently 
done. They were in baptiſm buried with Chriſt , and put off the body of 
fin, and were quickned with him z and this doth all ſuppoſe their own preſenc 
profeſſion to pur off the body of fin, and their conſent to be baptized on theſe 
cerm 


$. | 

The like we have in Rom. 6. chapter 4. 5. Know ye not that ſo many of 
us as were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt were baptized into his death? there- 
fore we ate buried with him by baptiſm into death, that like as Chriſt was rai- 
ſed from the dead by the glory of the father, eyen ſo we alſo ſhould walk in 
newnels of lifez for if we have been planted together in the likeneſs of his death, 
we ſhal be alſo into the likeneſs of his reſurre Here alfo ir is evident, i. that 
all the members of the viſible Church are ſuppoſed to be baptized into Chriſt, 
and into his death, & ſo to be buried with him by baptiſm into death & planted 
together into the likeneſs of his death. 2. And that this is not ſuppoſed to 
be onely an engagement for the future, but a preſent entrance into the 
ſtate of mortiſication and vivification wherein they were to proceed by new- 
neſs of life 3 and therefore verſe 5, 6, 7, 8, 11. they are ſuppoſed to have the 
old man crucified with Chriſt that the body of ſin might be deſtroyed, and 
that henceforth they ſhould nor ſerve fin, and that they are ſo dead as to be 
freed! from fin, as to the ſervitude thereof. And that they muſt reckon 
themſelyes dead to ſin, but alive to God. He that readeth the whole chap- 
ter with judgement and impartialitie, will ſoon diſcern that true repentance 
and abrenuntiation of the ſervice of fin, was to be profeſſed by all that would 
be baptized 3 and that thereupon they ſealed their own profeſſian and co- 
venant by the reception of baptiſm ,. as Chriſt ſealed his part by the aQual 
baptizing them; and that herewpon they are by the Apoſtles all called and ſup- 
poſed ſuch as they profeſſed themſelves to be. | 

Argum. 5, IF it be the very nature of baptiſm to fignifie and (cal both 
the preſent putting off the body of (in , and. preſent putting on Chriſt, 
then the profefiion of true repentance muſt needs precede or concur with 
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; ſm , nam alioqui mendax Nur 7 peceatorum 
— Oy - afferes Seal, que — eſſent Chriſti — 
or otherwiſe he ſhould ſpeak falſe, and the figure ſhould bring remiſſi - 


on of fins, and the gift of the ſpiric to unbelievers, who were not 


members of Chriſt. And that; now abs re, Patris, Filit& ſpirits expreſſa 

bic fir mentio, quis aliter baptiſmi vis apprebendi non poteſt, quam fs a 

atuita parris miſerecordia inivium- fim, qui nos per filium ſibi reconci- 

; ut, deinde in medium prodeat Chriftus ipſe cum mori ſua - ſacrificis , 
27 & tandem acceda etiam Spiritus ſanctus per quem nos abluit & rege- 
nerat; denique ſuorum omnium bonorum conſortet faciar, Not from the 

matter, here is expreſs mention made of the Father, Son, and Spi- 

tit, becauſe otherwiſe the efficacie of baptiſm cannot be opprehended, 

bur by beginning from rhe Farhers free mercy, who reconciles us to 

himſc his Son, and then that Chriſt - himſelf come between with 

the ſacrifice of his death, and then at laſt the holy ſpirit aiſo approach, 

by which he waſheth and regenerates us, and laſt of all makes us parta- 

kers of his benefits. It appeareth by comparing Matth. 28. 19. with 
Rom. 6. 3. and 1 Cor. 1. 13, 14, 15. and 10. z. that to be baptized into the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, is not onely to be baptized by 

their authority; but alſo to be thus initiated into the relation which the 
Church ſtandeth in to them, and to be conſecrated to the Father, Son, and 

Holy Ghoſt, as Muſculus, Diodate, the aſſembly of Divines Annotations, 

1 and the generality of expoſitors do expreſs. See Doctor Hammond, PraF. 
Catech. Uh. 6. 5. 2. And eſpecially on Math. 28. 19. Grotius at large, and 

lat it comprehendeth or preſuppoſeth a profeſſion of believing Son and Holy 

| Ghoſt. For no nin can devote himſelf ſolemnly by our miniſtry to the Holy 
Trinity, that doth not firſt profeſs ro believe in them: therefore the Chuch ever 

taught ihe Catechumeni the creed firſt, in which they profeſs to believe in God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And before they actually baptized them, 
they aſked. them whether they believed in God the Father, Con, and Holy 
Ghoſt ? To which they muſt anſwer affirmatively, or not be baptized. And 
all that are baßti ded muſt firſt profeſs to believe in bis Name, and ſo 10 receieve 
him, and not oncly promiſe to do it hereafter, I adde that the ſame faith that 
is mentioned in the ordinary Creed in the Churcf, it meant in the baptiſmal 
. proleſſion, and to be required before baptiſm; this will be confeſſed. 1. Be- 
: .. cauſe the creed it ſelf bach been this 1300. years at leaſt profeſſed before bap= 
riſm. 2. becauſe the creed it ſelf is but the 3. fundamental baptiſmal articles 
mentioned, Math. 28. 19. enlarged aud xxplained on ſubſequent occaſions 
fete learnedly and largley proved, and 


not then in the form of as now, though the ſame doctrine was uſed in 


4 


ry nature or appointed uſe of the ex eanal part of baptilq it ſelf 
1 | 32 a 
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"vin on the words yields che Anabupriffs that faith is put juſtly before 
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(6) | 
(yea effential to it) to ſiguiſie and profeſs (among other-things) the ſavin 
fairh and repentance of the baptized, then true 2 0 —.— 
| ſuch a profeſſion. But the beptiſm of Infants is without ſuch a 232 there- 
fore the baptiſm of Infants is not true baptiſm. The minor is mani jeſt by ſenſe. 
The antecedent ( which onely requireth proof) I prove thus: It is of the 
inſtitured nature of baptiſm to be in general, a proſe fign as well as an 
engaging ſign, de furrro, for the futures This I. premile, as granted by all 
Chriſtians that I know of that have wricten of baptiſm, and then let us con- 
ſider of the ſeveral parts ofthe fign or external Ordinance, with the fignifi- 
cation of each; that it is efſentisl to it ro be Ggnibcant and obligatory on our 
part, as well as on Gods part, is commonly confeſſed. And 1. the Miniſter 
doth baptize him into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and 
the party doth conſent thereto, 1. voluntarily offtring himſelf to be bapit- 
zed, and then 2. yoluntarily receiving that baptiſm. And his offer of himſelf 
hereto, goeth before the Miniſters baptizing him, and bis reception of that 
baptiſm is eſſential to it: So that baptiſm eſſentially containeth on his part 
a ſignal profeſſion of conſent to that which is meant in the form uſed by the 
Miniſter [I Baptize thee into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt] 
And that is, that God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be. mine, and I 
be theirs,in the relations in which they are offered in the Goſpel to Mankind; 
for all confeſs that it is a Covenant that is here lealed, and ſo a mutual con- 
ſent which the ſigns are inſtituted by Chbriſt to ſigniſie. Chriſt offereth bim- 
ſelf to be related to me as my Jeſus Chriſt 3 and by offering my ſelf to bap- 
tiſm, and by voluntary receiving it, I do actually profefs my acceptance of 


his offer, that is of himſelf ſo offered. God the Father offereth himſelf to he 


my God reconciled in Chriſt, and ſo my chief good: and by voluntary re- 
ceiving baptiſm I do fignally profeſs my acceptance of him ſo offered. The 
Holy Ghoſt is offered ro be my Sanctiſyer and guide ; and by voluntary re- 
ceprion of baptiſm into his Name, I do fignally | profeſs my acceptance of 
him ſo offered: So that itis a moſt clear caſe, that baptiſm 28 V ac - 
cording to its inſtituted nature and uſe, doth contain the perſons actual ſignal 
profeſſion of preſent aſſent to the truth vf t he Goſpel, and acceptance oſ God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt as therein offered. And it containeth ( as our 
Die ines commonly maintain) an actual ſignal profeſſion that we there pre- 
ſently conſecrate or devote, or dedicate our ſelves to God the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt in the foreſaid relations. 2. Another part of baptiſm is, the 
Miniſters waſhing the perſon, and the perſon firſt offering himſelf to be waſhed, 
and after actually receiving it, doth thereby nally profeſs his conſenc. 
Now this waſhiog doth eſſentially ſigniſie our wi from our former filth 
of (in, together with the guilt 3 our pacing ot the old man which is cor- 
rupt according to the deceitful luſts of the Heſh. He that fignally profeſſeth 
his preſent conſent to be waſhed by the blood of Chriſt from his ſotmer filthi- 
nels and guilt, and to lay by the filchineſs-of fleſh and Spirit, doth eo nomine 
profeſs ſaving ſaith and repentance. But all that are baptized with the bap- 
tiſm of Chrifts inſtitution, do by the very voluntary receprion at. baptiſm, ſo 
protels 3. rherefore they do thereby peofeſs ſaving Faith Repens 


TY Quad modum as to the manner ii commonly confeſſed by us 5 the 
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+ Anahaptiſts (a8 our commentators declare) that in the Apoſtles times the 
3 ou * over head in the water, and that this lignifieth their pro- 
iemon; 


5 ee reſurrection of Chriſt, and of their 

own preſent tenouneing the world and fleſh , or dying to Gn and living to 
. Chrift, or riſing again to newneſs of life, or being buried and riſen again 
wich Chriſt, as the Apoſtle expoundeth in the forecited texts of Col. 2. arid 
Rom. 6. And though we have thought it lawful to diſuſe the manner of dip- 
ping, and ta uſe — we preſume not to change the uſe and ſigni- 
ficarion of it : So then, N that ſignally profifleth to die and riſe again ir: 
| with Chriſt, doch fignally profeſs ſaving faith and repentance. 
— thus do all that are baptized. according to the Apoſtles practice: There- 
ore c. YL ; 

Pag. 74+ ke i 4+ If we muſt baptize none that profeſs not their conſent 
to enter themſelves preſently into the covenant of grace with Gd in Chriit, 
Then me muſt bapti de no Infant , but the former is true; Therefore, &c. 
The conſequence-is manifeſt, ſub it is manifeſt even by ſenſe, that Infants 
profeſs nos their conſent to enter themſclues into the covenant of Grice with 
God in Cbri . | . | : 

The ant t I think will be granted by many of the Papiſts, and it is- 
the common Doctrine of the Proteſtants 3 and therefore as to them I need 


not prove it. 8 

I conſeſs, ſome of the Anabaptifts, and ſome few others, do queſtion whe- 
ther bapriſm be a ſeal of the covenant of grace 5 but the quarrel is moſtly, if 
not onely, about the bare word [Seal] for they confeſs that in ſenſe which we 
mean by ſealing ; and particularly they confeſs, that we do in baptiſm enter 
into the covenant of God, and that it is a proſeſſing and engaging ſign on 
our part, as well as an exhibiting, notify ing, confirming Ggn on Gods part. 
It. is confeſt ir is. the covenant of grace we are to enter, and that there is but 
one covenant of grace. | | 

This Maſter Blke acknowledgerh, for all the mention of an outward co- 
yenantz it is allo a conf. iſed thing on all hands that it is God that is the 
firſt author and offerer of thecovenant,that it is he that redeemed us, who made 
the promiſe or covenant of grace upon the ground of redemption; and that ic 
is frequently called a covenant ia Scripture, as ic is a Divine Law or con- 
ſtitution, witheut reſpect to mans conſent, as Grot ius hath proved in the 
preface to his annotstions on the Bvangeliſts: much more (out of doubt) 
is it, that it is called a covenant before man conſenteth, as it is a coyenant 
offered, and not yet mutually entred; in the former ſenſe the word is taken 
properly, but in another ſenſe and for another thing then in the later. But in 
the later it is taken tropically, viz, Synedochically, ir deing but a covenant 
drawn up and conſented to by God conditionally,and offered to us for our con- 
lent. It is the ſame covenant that is offered to us and not another, tliat we 
are called to conſent to or enter in, and we cannat be truly ſaid to enter into 
covenant with God if we make a new one of our own, and lay by his; for 
that's none of the covenant of God: te never cffered it, nor will he ever 
enter it. . | >. 

We are I hope agreedwhat the covenant of grace is, as off:red on Ges 
part ( or elle irs great pity 3), v : that on the title of cre: in firſt and re- 
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demption after, we being abſolutely his own, it is offered to us, that God 

will be our God (our chief good and reconciled father in Chriſt) that 

Chriſt will be our Saviour ( by 8 teaching and ruling us) eren 
from the guilt, filth, or power of fin, that the Holy Ghoſt will be our in- 
dwelling Sanctifier, if we heartily or ſincerely accept the gift and offer, that 
Gog wil conſent to be our God, Chriſt to be our Jeſus Chriſt, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt to be our in-dwelling Sanctiſier, if we will but conſent; This is no 
doubt the gift or covenant ſo offered. Theſe things being thus premiſed, T 
come to prove not onely the inſeparability but eviñ the identity of heart cove- 
nanting and ſaving faith, and of ſignal external covenanting and the pro- 
feſſion of ſaving faith, without which we muſt not baptize any). 

Pag. 79. Argum. 5. We mult not baptize any without the profeſſion of 
that faith and repentance which are made the condition of remiſſion of fins, 
But Infants make noprofeſſion of that faith and repentance which are made the 
condition of remiſſion of ſins, therefore no Infants are to be baptiged; The 
minor is manifeſt by ſenſe , and the major I prove thus. 

If we muſt not baptize any but intentionally for preſent ren 
then muſt not we baptizc any without 4 profeſſion 8f that faith 
which i ꝛbe condition of remiſſion. But rhe former i true, there fo i the 
liter; the conſequence i paſt all doubt,- for elſe we ſhould imagine that men 
may. have preſent actual pardon without 1bat faith and repentance hlch ave 
the condition of it, which ſubverteth much of the Goſpel. "The antecedent 1 

rove thus : 5 * 
If God hath inſtituted no baptiſm, but what is intentionally for the preſent 
remiſſion of ſin, then we muſt not bapti de any but intentionally for tbe preſent 
remiſſion of ſin : But the former ĩs true, therefore ſo is the later. T ſay [ in- 
rentionally ] in contradiſtinQion- from eventually, or certainly and in- 
fallibly attaining that end ] where ſurther note, that I ſpeak not of Gods ab- 
ſolute deerees, as if his intention in that ſenſe could be-fruſtrate 3 but of his 
ends as Legi ſtator ſpesking of him after the manner of men, but principally of 
the inſtirated end of his ordinances; that is, the ends which he requirech 
the Miniſter and People to uſe them for, and ſo it is. our intention principal- 
ly that I mention. As the Goſpel it ſelf is (aid to be intentionally to (aye men, 
and though ir condemn moſt, that is befides the firſt" intention and but by 
accident; and though this be principally to be ſpoken of the præ· impoſed in- 
tentions of their converſion and ſalvation; yet Chrilt is pleaſed in the word 
to aſcribe ſuch intentions to himſelf as attain not their ends, as profeſſing 
that he came not into the world ro condemn the world, but that the world 
through him migh be ſayed: That is, to condemn them is not his direct 
principal intent, but onely on ſuppoſition of their wilfultfinal rejecting of 
him; and thus he ſpeaks partly in the habit of a rector or promiſer, and partly 
as man, or aſter the manner of men : and of the intention impoſed on us 
there is no doubt. AS 


ence_is paſt, doub#' ) 


Now I ſhall prove the antecedent ( for the conſequ 
And firſt we are confirmed in this truth, becauſe the- Opponent ( whom it 
concetneth ) bath not proved any other baptiſm inſtituted by God, but what 
is for preſent remiſſion of fins. If they can ſhew us one Text of Scrij turethar 
1 2 not 

done 


Fpeaketh of any other, we ſhall give up all the cauſe 3 but yet they 


* rudiments of Picty, neither would he hů ur bet 27 U g. if be had beg Vo of 


5 (9) 
done it that I know of. In the mean time we ſhall proye the contrary, G 
hath inſtituted but one baptiſm : That one baptiſm is for the preſent remiſ- 
Fon of fins, therefore God hath inſtituted no baptiſm but what is for preſent 


The major is proved from Epbeſ. 4. 5. There is one baptiſm. In the mi- 
nor we take the wards ¶ for remifſion J not to ſpeak of lame what acciden- 
tal, or to be intended onely by the adminiſtrator, uncertainly or but ſome- 
time. And I prove it from Scripture, Acts 2. 38. Repent and be baptized e- 
po (rnb you in the name of Telus Chriſt for the remiſſion of (ins, and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of che Holy Ghoſt, as remiſſion is here made the end 
of baptiſm ſo it is preſent remiſſion. For 1. It is ſuch as is the conſequent of 
the repentance which Peter exhorterhi them to, bur that was preſent re- 
miſſion. 2. It was to precede the giving of the Hoy Ghoſt in the ſenſe there 
mentioned, therefore it was preſent remiſſion, Bea in loc. upon the place, 
ſaith, [ in Chriſti ] id eſt dans Chriſto nomen, cuj us mortis, ſepulturæ 
ac reſurreFionis ſimus in baptizo participes, cum peccatorum remiſſione, ncc 
enim hoc declarat formulum baptiſmi ſed finem & ſcopum. In the name of 
Chriſt, That is, giving our name to Chriſt, of whoſe death, burial, and 
reſurrection, we are made partakers in baptiſm, with the forgiveneſs of ſins, for 
this doth not declare the form of baptiſm, but the end and (cope. So Deodate 
in the name] viz; [not onely for a mark of our proſc ſſion of the Goſpel, 
but alſo to participate of his ſpiritual virtue in the waſhing away of our fns, , 
with which he accompanieth and ratifieth the external ceremony in thoſe who 
are his ] Bullinger in loc, ſaith , Baptixiri in nomine Domini Feſu Chriſti, 
eſt baptiſmatis ſigno teſtari ſe Chriſto credere ad remiſſionem peccatorum. To 
be baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is by the fign of baptiſm, 
to teſtiſie that we believe in Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins. 1. Mark, It is 
not onely an engagement to believe hereafter, but the profeſſion of a preſent 
faith. 2. And that not a common faith, but that which hath remiſſion of 
fin. 3. And this was not an accidental ſeparable uſe of baptiſm; bur be 
makes this the very expoſition of baptiqari in nomine Feſu Chriſti, to be bap- 
tized in the name cf Jeſus Chriſt, And thus he expoundeth the covenant, 
L eft enim baptiſmus pattum ſeu falus gratiæ, quod init inter baptigandum 
nobiſcum Chriſtus] For baptiſm is an agreement or covenant of grace, which 
Chꝛriſt enters into with us, when we are baptized. And that it is a proſeſſing 
Gen of our true repentance, he ſhews before ¶ & rectiſſime conjungitur pæni- 
tent ia & bafptiſmus, quia baptiſmus penitentia fignum eſt] and maſt rightly 
is repentance and baptiſm joyned together, between baptiſm is the ſign of re- 
pentance. Calvin is loc. upon the place, Per baptiſmum (u: Paulus docct) 
crucifigitur vetus homo noſter, ut in vita novitautem veſurgamus, by baptiſm (as 
Paul teacketh) our old man is crucified, that we may riſe to newneſs 
of life. Rom. 6. 4. 8. Item indutmus Chriſtum ipſum, Gel. 3. 27. 1 Cor. 
12. aim docet Scriptura eſſe pænitentiæ quoque Symbolum. Alſo we put on 


Chriſt himſelf, and the Scripture doth up and down teach it, to be alſoſ a 
badge of repentance,” Calvin on Acts 22.46. Non dubium eſt quin fidelitcr, 


rudiment ii Pietatis Paulum i x buer ii Ananias; neque enim ver fidei exter- 
tem bapt ic aſſet, not doubt but Ananias did ſaithfully inſtruct Pa. l i the 
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che rook it not to be a common preparatory a- or baptiſm 
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pented, and that you will daily renew your repentance more and more; but 
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(11) 
and believers in Chriſt, that their fins were forgiven them for the ſake of 
Chriſt the Lamb of God. And I pray mark his obſervation on Mat. 3.6.8.10 
concluding our preſent queſtion : C Baptiſmas nulli adulto conferendus eſt niſi 
prius ediderit 3 peccatorum & fidei-in Cbriſtum, ac praterea pro- 
miſſionem ſane vite ] Baptiſm̃ is not to be adminiſtred to any of age,unleſs* 
he firſt make confeſſion of his fins, and of his faith in Chriſt, and beſides a 
promiſe of a holy life, which he proves. 

Calvin on Math. 3. 6. ſaith ¶ Ergo u ſe rite ad baptiſmum offerant ho- 
mines, peccatorum confeſſio ab illis requiritur, alioqui nihil quam inane eſſet 
ludicrum tota f Therefore that men may rightly offer themſelves to bap- 
tiſm, confeſſion of fins is required of men, otherwiſe the whole action was 
be nothing elſe bur ſport. If I had charged the guilty ſo of making the whole 
work of bap:iſm Ludicrous, they would have been highly offended (and yet 
Padobaptifts do ſo.) 

Paræus on Matth. 3. 5, ſhews that the order was that confeſſion as a te- 
ſtimony of true repentance go firſt, and then baptiſm for remiſſion of ſins 
L confeſſio poſtponitur; ſed Yriggy megregoy conſtruftionis -=-»- confeſſi 
bapticabantur : Pro, cum confeſſi eſſent peccata, baptiſmum accipiebant ſacra- 
mentum remiſſionk peccatorum : non prius baptiq abantur, poſtea confiteban= 
tur--- Auditores igitur primo in teſt imonium 7 — confitebantur ſua 
peccata , deinde baptizabantar, tertio fide baptiſmi fructum ſuſcipicbant re- 
miſſionem peccatorum. Docet hic locus varia, 1. Quod baptiſmus ſit ſacramen- 
tum remiſſionk peccatorum, ex parte Del; ſponder enim Deus ceu ju rejuran- 
de bapt Mat remiſſionem gratuitam peccatorum propter Chriſtum. 2. Quod ſit 
etiam ſacramentum reſipiſcentiæ ex parte noſtra; reſtipulamur enim Deo fidem 
& panitentiam pro tanto bene ſicio. Conſeſſion is put after, but in conſtru- 
ction the firſt is to be laſt 3 t hoſe who confeſſed were baptized, for when they 
confeſſed their fins, they received baptiſm, 2 Sacrament of the forgiveneſs of 
their fins; they were not baptized firſt, and confeſſed their ſins after, the hea- 
rers then firſt confeſſed their fins in teſtimony of their repentance, then they 
were baprized , thirdly by faith they received the fruit of baptiſm 3 the re- 
million of fins :. this place reacheth divers things. 1. That baptiſm is a Sa- 
crament of the forgiveneſs of fins, on Gods part, for God promiſeth as by 
an oath, to thoſe who are baptized , a free pardon of fin for Chriſts ſake ; 
2. That it is alſo a Sacrament of repentance on our part, for we again engage 
to God, Faith and Repentance, for ſo great a benefit; That is, both pro- 
fels it at preſent, and ingage to continue in it; anſwering the inter- 
rogation credis ? with 4 credo, and not onely a credam. Doeſt thou 

ieve ; I dobelieve in the preſent tenſe, and not onely I will believe, in the 


future. Ad Sacraments non eſſe admittendos impenitentes. Hoc enim damus 


( Anabaptiſtis ) in Eeclefiam ſuſcipiendos & baptix andes non eſſe niſi prævia 
on Fidei & pænitentiæ: quem morem & vetus ſeruzuis ecclefia, & 
noſtræ bodei obſervant, ſi vel Fudzus vel Turct adultus baptiſmo (is! initian- 
dus. Impenitents are not to be admitted to the Sacraments : for this we grant 
to the Anabaptiſts, that ſuch are not to be required into the Church, nor to 
be baptized, who have not firſt made confeffion of faith and repentance, which 
cuſtom both the ancient Church did obſerve, and ours obſerve at this day, if 
either a Few or a Turk of age is to he admitted by baptiſm. And on verſe 7. 
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tie ſaith, Ex concione ipſe datur intelligi, multos illorum ſimulata panitentia 
etiam baptiſmum petiviſſe: Horum bypocriſin cum non ignoraret, non paſſus 
ea latere in turba, nec ad baptiſmum indignos admiſit, 2 deri objurgatione, 
hortatione ꝙ comminatione ad ſeriam reſipiſcentiam extinulat, & baptiſ- 
mum præparat. From the ſermon ir ſelf its to be underſtood, many of them al- 
ſo required baptiſm by a feigned repentance, when as he underſtood their hy- 
pocriſie, he ſuffered them not to lurk in the eroud, neither admitted he to 
baptiſm thoſe that were unworthy of it, but ſtirs them up td a ſerious. repen- 
tan ce, by ſharp reprehenſion, exhorting and threatning , and fo pr 
them unto baptiſmzafter he ſhews,that there are bypocrit æ mani feſti quos paſtores 
admittere non de bent ſine examine, ne Sacramenta proſtituant, ſibi c eccleſæ 
reatum attrahant, Manifeſt hypocrites , whom Paſtors ought not to admit 
without examination, leaſt they proſtitute the Sacraments, and contract guile 
to themſelves and the Church. And pag. 56. againſt Maldonate he proveth 
the baptiſm of Chriſt and ohn all one 3 and when Maldonate faith, that 
John baptized in pænitentiam, & baptiſmus pracedebat , pænitentis ſequeba- 
tur, unto repentance, and that baptiſm went before, and repentance followed, 
( confefsing that in Chriſts baptiſm repentance precedes ) he anſwereth [ that 
it is faiſe, nam etiam in Foanni baptiſmo præcedebat pænitentiæ, pos 
ef ] For repentancę did alſo precede in Fobns baptiſm , and baptiſm 
ollowed. 1 
2 Pet. 1. 9. It is (aid of the barren ungodly proſeſſor [ That he bath ſor- 
gotten that he was purged from his old fins, where I take ir for a clear caſe, that 
it is the baptiſmal waſhing which the Apoſtle there intendeth, wherein all profeſs 
to put off the old man, and to be waſhed from their former filthineſs; for I 
ſappoſe we ſhall be loath to yield that it was an actual cleanſing either of re- 
miſſion or mortification, (hich the Apoſtle meaneth, leſt we grant that men 
may fall from ſuch a ſtate; and therefore it muſt be a Sacramental waſhin 
or cleanſing, wherein the matter was appearingly and ſacramentally — 
acted. From whence it is plain that the Apoſtle took it for granted, that as all 
the baptized were viſibly Church-members , ſo were they all viſibly waſhed 
from their old fins 3 which ſheweth both what was t heir own profeſſion, and 
what was the ſtated end and uſe of the ordinance. The Apoſtle ſaith not that 
[ he hath forgotten that he promiſed or engaged to be purged from his old fins} 
but that [ he was purged] from them. Paræus in locum, upon the place, ſaith, 
LA veteribus peccatis purgatum, hoc eſs ſe eſſe baptixzatum. , ſeu ſe accopiſſe 
in baptiſmo purgationis fignaculum. Omnes enim baptizati debent pur gari 4 
peccatit, ſicut dicuntur induere Chriſtum, Gal. 3. mori cum Chriſto, Rom. 
6. ſenſus eſt, qui ſe volutant in ſceleribut, non recordantur ſe baptixato⸗ 
eſſe, abnegant ergo baptiſmum ſuum ] That he was purged from his old fins, 
that is, was baptized, or had received in baptiſm the ſeal of purging, for all 
thoſe who are baprized, ought to be purged from their fins, as they are ſaid to 
put on Chriſt, to die with Chriſt , the meaning is, they which-wallow in 
their fins, do not remember they were baptized , and therefore do renounce 
their baptiſm. 1 Cor. 6. 11. the Apoſtle faith of the viſible Church of Co- 
rinth ¶ ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, bur ye are ſanctiſied, bur 
ye are juſtified, ec. ] where it is evident, that all the viſible members of the 
Church are viſibly waſhed , ſanctified, juſtived ; And I think it is clear 
G that 


; (13) 
that by — he hath ſome reſpect to their baptiſm, 80 that I conclude 
that there is no baptiſm to be adminiſtred without a profeſſion of ſaving faith 
and repentance el becauſe there is no baptiſm that erer Chriſt ap- 
inted but what is for the obſignation of remiſſion of fins, which is the con- 
equent. | 
Maſter Blake, pag. 171. reciteth ſome words of mine containing this ar- 
gument, thus; That faith to which the promiſe of remiſſion and juſtification 
is made, muſt alſo be ſealed to: Qr that faith which is the condition of the 
omiſe, is the condition in foro Dei, in the Court of God, of the title to the 
eal : But it is onely ſolid true faith that is the condition of the promiſe of 
remiſſion ; therefore it is that which gives right in foro Dei, in the Court of 
God, tothe ſeal, Who would think now but Maſter Blake had given ſome 
ſubſtantial anſwer to this and other. Arguments, when himſelf and ſome o- 
thers are ſo confident of the ſufficiency of them / His anſwer is this: [ To 
this I have anſwered, faith is not ſealed to, but remifſion of ſins or ſalva- 
tion upon condition of faith 3 and when I come to ſpeak of the ſealing of Sa- 
craments, I ſhall (God willing) make this mere evident, that the Sacra- 
ment qu# ſeal immediately reſpects our priviledges, not duties J Reply 1. 
Is here one word of anſwer to any real part of this Argument. Is not this an- 
lwer as little to the matter, as if he had talked of another ſubje&. I think it my 
duty to ſay that Miniſters of the Goſpel do but proclaim to the Church the 
matter of our common lamentation, and the enemies joy, when ſome con- 
fidently publiſh ſuch kind of Diſputations, and others are ſatisfied with them 3 
and I muſt ſay if all were ſuch, they ſhould never be angred with one word of 
mine in oppoſation to their aſſertions, though they would maintain that the 
Crow is white.z. To that uſeleſs touch that he hath on a word(-whoſe follow- 
ing explication might have ſpared him his labour) I may ſay that our Divines 
have ordinarily maintained hitherto that there is a mutual covenanting be- 
tween God and us, (and no man more then Maſter Blake )and that there is in 
2 Sacrament a mutual ſcaling ; the receiving being our ſeal, as the act is 
8. 
Pag. 88. Argum. 6. If baptiſm be inſtituted to be a ſeal of the righteouſ- 
neſs of that faith which we have yet being unbaptized, then muſt we baptize 
none that profeſs not a juſtifying faith. But no Infants profeſs à juſtifying 
faith, therefore we muſt baptize no Infants ; The minor is manifeſt by ſcnſe. 
The reaſon of the conſequence is evident, in that we muſt uſe baptiſm one- 
1 to its nature and to its inſtitu:ed ends: The antecedent is pro- 
thus: . 
Circumciſion was inſtituted to be a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of that faith 
which we have yet unbsptized. The conſcquence will not be denied by 
them whom we now deal with : becauſe they confeſſe that baptiſm ſuccee- 
deth circumciſion. The antecedent is evident in Rom. 4. 11. it being ex- 
prefly ſaid of Abraham to whom circumcifion was firſt given. I cannot ima- 
— what they will ſay, unleſs it be by recourſe to the Anabaptiſts ſhift, to 
ay that circumciſion waF inſtituted to this end indeed, ro Abraham himſelf, 
and others that were fincere, but not to all that had right to it; but God 
here tells us the eſtabliſhed uſe and end of his ordinance, and in ſuch relati- 
a - C 2 ; ons, 
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ons, the end is inſeparable. ' And as God hath not made many ſorts of ba 
tiſms or — : So neither many meer inconſiſtent ends (or ſe- 
parable ) and we are likeſt to know the true end of the inſtitution, where the 
inſtitution and firſt example are reported to us. Calvin in loc. ſaith, Duæ 
denique ut baptiſmibodic ſunt , ita olim circumciſionis erans partes, nempe, 
tam vitæ novitatem, quam peccatorum remiſſionem teſtari: Laſtly, as there are 
two parts at this day of baptiſm, ſo of old there were two of circumciſion, viz. 
to witneſs, as newneſs of life, ſo forgiveneſs of ſins. Saith Pijcator » in loc. 
upon the place, Sicut olim circumciſio g num ſuit faleris gratiz, & ſigillum quo 
credentibus obſignata fuit juſtitia fidei, hoc eſt, quo illi certiores ſunt redditi,(ibi 
remſſa eſſe peccata, propter futuram ſati factionem Chrifti, ac proi nde ſe babere 
Deum propit ium ac foventem;zita cætera quo que ſacramenta, c. ſimiliter & fi- 
nis ſeu ſcopus omnium ſacramentorum unis idemque, vid. obſignatio juſtitiæ fi- 
dei, qua vulgo dicitur fidei confirmat io. Paræus in loc. ſaith· ¶ ita ſignum ſuit 
damis & accipienti reſpectu, c. IE 7 — fidei eſt remiſſio peccatorum fide 
accept aa propter redemptionemCbriſtiſetſ ſic Sacramenta non ſunt inſtitusa juſti- 
Fcandis, ſed juſtificatis, boc eſt non infidelibus ſed converſic, non igiturniſi con- 
ue rſione & fide ſumi debent: ſecus ſigilla juſtitiæ eſſe ceſſant:quid enim non ba- 
bentibus fidem & juſtitiam obſignarent ? As circumciſion was of old a ſign of 
the covenant of grace, and a ſeal whereby was ſealed the rightecuſneſs of 
faith to believers, that is to ſay, whereby they were certified that their ſins 
were forgiven them, by receiving of the future fatisfaRion of Chriſt, and there- 
fore thcy had God paige and fayouring unto them, ſo alſo the other Sa- 
craments, &*c. Alſo the end or (cope of all the Sacraments is as one and the 
fame, vix. the ſigning of the righteouſneſs of faith, which is commonly cal- 
led the confirmation of faith, ſo ir was a ſign both in reſpe& of the giver, 
and receiver , &c. and the righteouſneſs of faith is the forgiveneſs of fins 
by faith, received becauſe of Chriſts redemption, and ſo the Sacraments are 
not inſtituted for thoſe who are to be juſtified, but for the juſtified, that is, 
not for unbelievers, buc for thoſe which are converted , therefore are 'they 
not tobe taken without converſion and faith , otherwiſe they were to be ſeals 
of righteouſneſs , for what would ix ſeal to them, who have not faith and re- 
penrance ? 

Doctor Willet, in loc. ſaith C circumciſion then did not confer upon him 
that grace which he had not, but did confirm and eſtabliſh him in the grace and 
faith received :theſacraments then non inſtituta ſunt juftificandi,ſed juſtificatic, 
are not inſtituted for thoſe which are to be juſtified,but for them which are al- 
ready juſtified Paræ.] Peter Martyr is large, and makes theſe words Rom. 
4. 11. of Paul to be the definition of a Sacrament, to be a ſeal of the righ- 
teouſnels of faith. 

Pag. 91. Argum. 7. We muſt baptize none but thoſe that are firſt pro- 
feſsed Diſciples of Chriſt. But none are profeſsed Diſciples of Chriſt that 
profeſs not . faith in Chriſt, therefore we may not baptize any that pro- 
feſs not ſaving faith in Chriſt: But no Infant doth profeſs ſaving. faith in 
Chriſt , as is manifeſt by ſenſe 3. there fore no Infant %s 4 profeſſed Diſciple of 
Chriſt, nor maſt we baptize any. The major is proved from Matth. 28. 19. 
G2, Diſciple me all nations baptiziag them ] As for thoſe that ſay, they are 
diſcipled by baptizing, and not before baptizing, 1. They ſpeak not the 

ſenſe of that Text. 2. Nor that which is true or rational, if they moo. * — 
; ely 


(15) | 
ſolutely as ſo ſpoken, elſe why ſhould one be baptized more then another? 
3. Bur if they mean that by heart covenant or Gods acceptance and promiſe 
they are Diſciples before, but nor ſo compleatly till the covenant be ſealed 
and ſolemnizcd , 8s a Souldier is not ſo ſignally a Souldier till he be liſted, 
nor a King till he be Crowned ſo fully a King, or a man and woman ſo fully 
maried till ic be ſolemnized in the congregation 3 in this ſenſe they ſay the 
ſame that I am 2 men muſt be firſt Diſciples by the profeſſed conſent, 
before they are declared ſuch by the ſeals or publick lacramental ſolemniza- 
tion. 
And that onely the ; 7 ri of ſaving faith are Diſciples, may appear by 
a peruſal of the texts of Scripture that uſe this word, and it will not onely be 
found that this which L maintain is the ordinary uſe of the word ( which 
ſhould make it ſo alſo with us) but that no Text can be cited where any o- 
thers are called the Diſciples of Chriſt. For the major and mĩuor both oblerve 
Piſcators definition of baptiſm [ on Matth 28. 19.) Baptiſmus eſt ſicra- 
mentum novi iteſtamenti, quo bomines ad eccleſiam pertinentes. ex mandato 
Cbriſti cultui veri Dei, qui eſt Pater, Filius & Spiritus ſarTus per miniſtros 
verbi conſecrantur, & in fide remiſſionis peccatorum ( ſpe vitæ aternæ confir- 
mantur. Baptiſm is a Sacrament of the New Teſtament , by which thoſe men 
who belong to the Church, by the command of Chriſt, are conſecrated to the 
worſhip of the true God, which is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, by 
the Miniſters of the word, and are confirmed in the faith of remiffion cf 
fins, and of hope of eternal life. And he proveth this deſcripion, per partes, 
by parts. 1. That is a Sacrament, 2. That it belongeth to thoſe that pertain 
to that Church, and that they onely muſt be baptized, qui eccleſiam fuerint 
ingrefſi, ac fidem Evangelii proſeſſi, who are entred into the Church, and 
have profeſſed the faith of the Goſpel. Which he proverb from Mark 16. 16. 
He that believerh, and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, Vult ergo (faith he) ut pri- 
us conſtet de alicujus fide quam baptigetur, unde Af, 8. Philippus Evangeli- 
fra non prius bapt ix are voluis eunuchum illum Ethiopem quam  profeſſus eſſer 
dem Cbriſti. He wills therefore, that his faith be manifeſted, before he be 
aptized,whence Acts 8. Philip the Evangeliſt would not baptize the Ethi- 
opian Ennuch, before he bad profeſſed the faith of Chriſt. Calvin in loc. 
upon the place, ſaith [ Bapt itari Fubet Chriſtus qui nomen Evangclii de- 
derint, ſe que profcſſi fuerim diſcipulos , partim ut illis baptiſmus fir vitæ a- 
ternæ teſſera coram Deo 3 par tim apud bomines ex'ernum fidei ſignum: quem 
ad modum grati m ſuam Dens hoc ſigillo nobis confirmat, ita quicunque ſe ad 
baptiſmum offerunt , viciſſim quaſi data ſyngrapha obſtringunt ſuam ſidem J 
Chriſt commands them to be baptized, who have given up their names to the 
Goſpel, and have profeſſed to be his Diſciples , partly that baptiſm might be 
to them a ſign of eternal life before God, partly an external ſign of Faith be- 
fore men, and as God confirms his grace to us by this ſeal , ſo whoſoever 
offers himſelf ro baptiſm , doth reciprocally engage bis faich as it were by his. 
bond. And after [ verum quia docere prius jubet Chriſtus quam bapttzare, 
& tantum credenies ad baptiſmum vult recipi, videtur non rite adminiſtrari 
baptiſmus niſi fides prareſſerit] But becauſe Chriſt commands brſt to teach,. 
then'to baptize z and onely will have believers to be received to. baptiſm , ic 
ſeems that bapriſmis not rightly adminiſtred, unleſs faith doth precede. 80. 
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that it is Calvins judgement , that this very Text which is the moſt notable 
copy of the Apoſtolical commiſſion for the byprizing of the Diſciple nations 
doth appoint that ſaving faith be profeſſed before men be baptized. Parans 
in locum, from Mark 16. 16. ſheweth that the order is, eredere & baptiari, 
to believe and to be baptized. 

I agree with him and the reſt in the main, that juſtifying Faith 
muſt be an act of the Will (embracing or accepting an offered Chriſt ) 
as well as of the underſtanding, and that the proſeſſion of it muſt go 
before baptiſm. ; 1 

But I ſhall further prove the minor from ſome other texts of Scripture, viz. , 
that they are not Chriſts Diſciples that profeſs not ſaving Faith .Luker 4 26, 
27» 33. [L If any man come to me and hate not his Father and Mother, and 
Wife and Children, and Brothers and Siſters ; yea, and his own life alſo, he 
cannot be my Diſciple « and whoſoever doth not bear his croſs, and come after 
me, cannot be my Diſciple : whoſoeverhe be of you that forſaketh not all 
that he hath,cannot be my Diſciple] This is ſpoken of true Diſciples in heart 
(the firſt ſignificatum) by him that knew the heart. From whence I argue thus: 

{If none are Chriſts Diſciples in heart, nor can be, but thoſe that value 
him above all, and will forſake all for him if he require it, then none can be 
his Diſciples by external profeſſion , but thoſe that profeſs to eſteem him a- 
bove all; and to be willing to forſake all rather then forſake him: But the 
former Is proved byahe Text ; the conſequence is clear, in that the world 
hath hitherto been acquainted but with two ſorts of Chriſtians, or Diſciples | 
of Chriſt 3 the one ſach ſincerely in heart, and the other ſuch by profeſſion, 

and the later are ſo called becauſe they profeſs to be what the other are indeed, Bo 
and what themſelves are if they ſincerely ſo profeſs, And it is the ſame thing | 
profeſſed which makes a man a profeſsed Chriſtian , which being found in 
the heart doth make a man a hearty Chriſtian. ahn 13. 35. [ By this 
ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one another] Here 
Chriſt giveth a certain badge by which his true Diſciples may be known. If 
onely thoſe that love one another are true Diſciples in heart, then onely thoſe 
that profeſs to love one another are Diſciples by profeſſion. Fob.8,31.1f ye con- 
tinue in my word then are ye ( that is you will approve your ſelves ) my Diſ- 
ciples indeed] 

If onely thoſe are Chriſts Diſciples indeed as to the heact, that have the re- 
ſolution of perſeverance ,then onely thoſe are his profeſsed Diſciples that profeſs 
a reſolution to perſevere. But therefore all this T have ſaid, is no more then 
we have ever praiſed , when in baptiſm we renounced the world, fleſh, and 
devil, and promiſed to fight under Chriſts banner to our lives end. 
Saith Piſcator in Fobn 13. 35. Si pro Chriſtianis , id eſt, Chriſti Diſcipulis 
haberi velumus, oportet ut nos mutuo quam ardentiſzime diligamus, &c. If we 
will be accounted Chriſtians, that is, Chrifts Diſciples, we oughc*moſt ar- » KY « 
dently to love one another. | 

Object. Any one is a Diſciple that is willing to learn of Chriſt. 

Anſw. No ſuch matter : in an improper ſenſe you may ſo call them, but 
not in Scripture ſenſe ; where x. A Diſciple and a Chriſtian are all one, Act: 
11. 26, but every one that is willing to learn of Chriſt is not a Chriſtian, 
therefore not x Diſciple. 2. A Diſciple of Chriſt is one that will tabe him 
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for the preat Jakes of the Church C which whoſoever heareth not ſhall be 
cut of s people ] and will learn of him as of the Chriſt but ſo will 
not all that will learn of him: for a man that taketh Chriſt bur for a common 
wiſe man, as Socrates or Plato may be willing to learn of him; And ſo, 
may be his Diſciple in another ſenſe , but not in the Chriſtian ſenſe as 
a Chriſtian, 

Pag. 96. Argum. 8. We ought not to baptize thoſe perſons that do not ſo 
much as profeſs their forſaking of the childhood and Kingdom of the Devil: 
Bur no Infant doth profeſs its forſaking of the childhood and kingdom of the 
Devil, as is manifeſt by ſenſe, therefore we ought to baptize no Infant. The 
maior is proved thus : | . | 4 

If we muſt bsprize none but for preſent admiſſion into the Kingdom &f 
Chriſt , then we muſt baptize none but thoſe that promiſe a preſent depar- 
ture from the Kingdom of the Devil; but the former is true, therefore ſo is 
the later. The antecedent is granted by thoſe that I have to do with; the 
reaſon of the conſequence is evident, in that all the world is divided into theſe 
re lo oppoſite that there Is no paſſing into one but 


from the other. The minor of the firſt argument I prove thus. All they are 
viſiby in the kingdom of the Devil, or not ſo much as by profe ſſion removed 
out of it, who profeſs not a removal from that condition in which the wrath 
of God abideth on them, and they are excluded by the Goſpel from everlaſting 
life, but ſuch are all that profeſs not a juſtifying faith. The major is proved, 


by 


| K that it is the condition of the covenant of grace performed that differenceth 
71 


e members of Chriſts Kingdom from Satans; and ſo it-is that condition 

profeſt to be performed that viſibly differenceth them before men. It is the 

e of grace that bringeth them out of Satans Kingdome, therefore it is 

offely done viſibly to thoſe that profeſs the performance of the condition: 

ndreoyer to be out of Satans Kingdom viſibly, ĩs to be viſibly from under his 

dyernment, but thoſe that profeſs not ſaving faſth are not viſibly from un- 

er his government. f 

' 'Laftly, to be viſibly out of Satans Kingdom, is to be viſibly freed from his 

power, as the executioner of Gods eternal vengeance 3 but ſo are none that 
profeſs not ſaving faith. 

The minor is proved from Fohn 3. 36. Where it is plain, 1. That the 
unbelief ſpoken of is that which is Ao br to ſaving faith, even to that faith 
which hath here the promiſe of everlaſting life, 2. And that this leaves them 
viſibly under the wrath of God. 

So in Mark 16. 16. compared with Matth. 27. 19. In the later Chriſt bids 
them make him Diſciples, and in the former he deſeribeth thoſe that are ſuch, 
and thoſe that remain ſtill in the Kingdom of Satan ¶ He that believeth and 
is baptized ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned ] Here it 
is evident that the unbelicf threatned is that which is contrary to [| and even 
the privation of] the faith that ſalvation is expreſly promiſed to, and that all 
that profeſs not this ſaying faith are not ſo much as profeſſedly eſcaped a Rate 
of damnation,and that this is the differencing character of Chriſts Diſciples to 
be baptized. [| of which yet more afterwards. } 

Pag. 98. Argum. 9. If it be the appointed uſe of all Chriſtian baptiſm to 
ſolemnize our mariage with Chriſt, or to ſeal or confirm our union 5 
dim, 


* 
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him, ot ingraffing into him, then muſt we baptize none that profeſs not 


juſtifying faith [ becauſe this is neceſſarily prerequiſite, and no other 
can pretend to union, mariage or ingraffing into Chriſt ]- But no Infant doth 
722 juſtifying Faith, as i manifeſt by ſenſe ; therefore we muſt baptixe no 
Infant. | A 

Both the antecedent and conſequent are evident in Gal. 3. 27, 28, 29. 
For as many of you as have been baptized in Chriſt, have put on Chrift : 
Ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus, and if ye be Chriſts then are ye Abrahams 
ſeed, and heirs according to promiſe. Here 1. we ſee that it is not an acci- 
dental or ſeparable thing tor baptiſm to be our viſible entrance into Chriſt, 
our putting him on, our admittance (by ſolemnization) into the _ſtate-of 
Gods children and heirs according to promiſe. For this is afficmed of all the 
baprized with true Chriſtian bapriſm. If we be truely baptized, we: are bap- 
rized into Chriſt, if we are baptjzed into Chriſt , then we are Chriſts, and 
have put on Chriſt, and are all one in Chriſt, and are Abrahams ſeed, and 
heirs according to promiſe. If any object that the Apoſtle ſpeaks this but of 
ph of them; even of the regenerate, becauſe he ſaith [ as many of you] I 
anſwer, 1255 

It is manifeſt that he ſpeaks of all, 1. becauſe it was of all them that were 
bapriz:d into Chriſt, 2. he exprelly ſaith as much in the next foregoing words 
[ver.26. For ye are all the children of God by faith in ChriſtJeſus]To which 
the words recited are annexed as the proof ¶ for as many of you as have been 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chrilt J the aſſumption is implied [| but 
you have all been baptized into Chriſt therefore ye have all put on Chriſt,and 
to in him are all the children of God. 2. Note that they are the ſpecial gifts of - 
ſaving grace that are here aſcribed to all the baptized, 3. Note allo that all 12 
is ſaid and proved to be by faith, 4. Note alſo that it is expreſly (aid to be a ju- 
Rifying faich, before verſ. 24. { that we might be juſtified by faith. ] Indeę 
this text affordeth us divers Arguments. 1. The Apoſtle ſuppoſeth all the 
baptized to profeſs a juſtifying faith, among the Galatians , therefore ſo 
muſt we ſuppoſe of others, and expect that they do it. The antecedent is pro- 
ved from ver(. 24, 25, and 27. compared. 2. All the baptized are (aid to have 
put on Chriſt , therefore they are pn to profeſs that faith by which 
Chriſt is put on: But that is onely ju ifying faith, 3. All that. are duely 
baptiz& are baptized into Chriſt, therefore they are _ to profeſs that 
fafth by which men are united, or ingraffed into Chriſt, but that is onely 
juſtifying faith; but thereſt of the Arguments here will be further touched 
on anon. 

Maſter Rutherford ſaith that * no where calleth Chriſt the head o 
the viſible Church as ſuch, as it is after cited, 

I conclude then that Chriſt hath apg inted no baptiſm but what is for a 
viſible mariage of the ſoul ro himſelt ( as Proteſtants ordinarily confeſs ) 
Therefore he hath appointed no baptiſm but for thoſe that profeſs to take Je- 
ſus Chriſt for their Husband, and to give up themſelves to him as his eſpoule: 
but this is a profeſſion of juſtifying faith, for heartily to take Chriſt for our 
bead and husband is. true ſaving faith, and proper to his own regenerate pec- 
ple iſ any thing inthe world be ſo 3, and no man can profeſs to be maried to 
Chriſt chat doth not profeſs to take him for a husband. Therefore for my part 
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The Apoſtle ia the beglnnlng of his Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, and in ma- 
ny other places calls the whole Church Saints, 1 Cor. 6. 11. He ſaith to them 
L but ye are waſhed, ye are ſan&ified Þ That part of the antecedent then is 
certain; the conſequence I prove thus. 8 

There are none called Saints in all the New Teſtament, but onely ſuch 
as were in heart devoted to Chriſt by a ſaving faith, or profeſſed ſo much, there- 
fore the word Sainrin this eaſe muſt ſigniſie onely ſuch. If any will prove a 
third ſort of Saints; &. ſuch as profeſs a faith not ſaving, they muſt do that 
which I never ſaw done. 

The firſt and moſt famous fignification of the word Saints or Sanctified 
in the New Teſtament, is onely of them that are in heart devoted ro Chriſt 
by true faith 3 therefore the borrowed, or Analogical, or leſs proper fignifica- 
tion ( call it what you liſt᷑) maſt be of that which hath the likeneſs or ap- 
pearance of this, and that is onely the profeſſion of it. Profeſſion maketh 
Saints viſible, or by profeſſion, as hearty dedication to God by faith maketh 
real or heart Saints, | 

Maſter Blake addeth [we read of Churches of the Saints, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 
And they were taken to be Church-members as ſoon as they made profeſſion, 
as they ceaſed to be Fews or Pagans, and took them to the way of Chriſti- 
anity, as we ſee, Act, 2. Af58. 12. 13. 38. 

"Anſw. 1. They renounced the way of ungodlineſs, and wickedneſs in ge- 
neral by a proſeſſion of repentance, as well as the way of Paganiſm and u- 
daiſm in particular, There were no Chriſtians that profeſſed not repentance 
towards God from dead works 2. We believe that there were Churches of the + 
Saints, and therefore that none ſhould be of the Church that profeſs not to 
be true Saints. But prove if you can that there was ever either Church ot 
Church-member called Saints in Scripture; that had not either ſpecial ſan- 
ctity or a profeſſion of it. And as for thoſe Act 8: you cannot prove that any 
of them were either called Saints or baptized without a ofefſton of a juſti- 
fying faith: as ſhall further be ſhewed afterwards. The Galatians 1 find 
not called Saints, but ro call them a Church of Chriſt or believers is 
equipollent + and hat Saints were they ? Why they were all the fons of God 

by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, having been baptized into Chriſt, and put him on, 
and were all one in him, and were all Abrabams ſeed and heirs according to the 
promiſe, Gal. 3. 26, 27, 29. A Church 5 Scripture ſenſe; is 4 ſociety at 


The conſequence is that which lyeth chiefly on me to prove, and I ſhal 


EY ARDS: =. tn R 
n S A 
1 * 


C29) © - 


men profeſfing, true ſaving faith. And thus we ſee what a Church was, and 
what Saints were, and what believers and Diſciples were ſuppoſed to be hy 
the Apoſtles, and what is the ſigniſication of theſe words in Scripture, - for 
they are all of the lame extent. Thus much I have ſaid to prove that» all the 
baptized are accounted: Saints, and therefore profeſſed a ſaving Sanctity. 
The ſecond title which I mentioned follows ( of which I ſhall be more 
brief ) All the baptized are accounted to be dead and riſen with Chriſt, even 
dead to fin, and riſen to newaels of life ; therefore they all profeſs a ſaving 
faith. The proof of this is full in the two Texts already cited, Rom. 6. and 
Col. 2.11, 12. Rom, 6. 3. &c. How ſhall we that are dead to [in live any 
longer therein? Know ye nor that ſo many of us as were baptized into Jeſus 
Chriſt, were baptized into his death? | Therefore we are buried with him by 
baptiſm into death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newnels of life; For if we have 
been planted together into the likeneſs of his death, we ſhall be alſo in the 
likeneſs of his reſurect ion, knowing this that our old man is crucified with 
him, that the body of Gn might be deſtroyed, that hence forth we ſhould not 
ſerve fin 3 for he that is dead is freed from fin. > 

Nowif we be dead with Chriſt, we believe that we ſhall alſo live with him. 

Likewiſe, reckon ye alſo your ſelves to be dead indeed unto ſin, but alive 
unto God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Here is a full. report of the uſe of 
baptiſm, and the profeſſion of all that are baptized , and the Rate they are 
ſuppoſed to be in. $0 that I cannot ſpeak it plainlyer then the words themſelves 
do. 80 Col. 2. 11, 12. which I ſhall not tay to recite, becauſe it is to the ſame 
purpole, and before cited. 457 2 

The thicd title mentioned in the argument is this : All that are baptized 
have profeſſedly put on Chriſt ; therefore they have profeſſed ſaving faith, 
The Antecedent is exprefſed Gel. 3. 23, L. for as many as have been bapti- 
ed into Chriſt have put on Chriſt J the conſequence is proved in that to 
put on Chriſt heartily, is to be made true partakersof him, and living mem- 
bers of him, therefore to profeſs this is inſeparable from the prof lion of ſaving 
faith 5: yea by that faith he is truly put on. Putting on Chluiſt is the ſame 
with [ putting on the new man, which aftes God is created in righteouſneſs 
and true holiseſs, being renewed in the Spirit of our minds, Epheſ, 4. 20, 
215 223 23, 24. Col. 3. 10. It is putting on the new man which is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of him that created him] and putting on 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift is put for the ſtate of Sanctity in oppoſition ro a fleſſu- 
ly life, Rom. 13. 137 14- 1 J 

» Saith Calvin on this Text D induere Chriſtum hic fignificat virtute ſpi- 

ritus ejus undique nos muniri, qua idonei ad ones ſanctitatis partes red- 
damur * fic enim in nobis inſtauratur imago Dei que unicum eſt animæ orna+ 
mentum. Reſpicit enim Paulus ad vocationis noſtræ finem, quia. Deus nos ado- 
prangt in corpus unigenti filii ſui inſerit , & quidem hac lege, ut nos abdi. 
cantes priqze vita fiamus in ipſo novi homines. Que etiam alibi fideles 


dicit Chriſtum induere in baptiſmo, Gal. 3. 27. ] To put on Chriſt Gpni- - 


Ges here to be defended in all points with the virtue of che Spirit, whereby we 
may be fit for all parts of holineſs, for thus the image of God is renewed in us, 
whicli is rhe onely ornament of the ſoul ,' for Faul hath reſpect to the * 
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of our vocation, becauſe God adopting us, hath ingraffed us in the body of 
his onely begotten Son, and that upon thoſe terms, if we deny our former life, 
and become new men in him: whercfare he ſaith elſewhere, that belicvers put 
on Chriſt in baptiſm. Aud upon Gal. 3. 27. he ſaith L Quum dicit, Cbri. 
ſtum induiſſe, intelligi Chriſto fe eſſe infitos ; ut coram Deo nomen 4c per- 
{ nam Chriſti gerant, ac in ipſo magic quam in ſeipſh cenſeantur. When he 
zich they have put on Chriſt, he underſtands thar they are ſo ingraffed in 
Chriſt, chat they carry that name and perſon of Chciſt in the ſight of God, 
and are rather reckoned in him, then in themſelves. And he comes to the 
objection, How all that are baptized can be ſaid to put on Chriſt, when bap- 
tilm is nor<tfcQualmith all > And he anſmereth in ſumme, That to Hypo- 
crites it. is uneffectual, gui nud# ſigni ſuper biunt, who are proud with 
the bare Ggns. But then he faith, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking of theſe non reſ- 
ſpicit Poi inſtitutionem; ſed impiorum corruptelam. He hath no reſpect co 
Gods inſtitution, but to the corruption of the wicked. (But doubtleſs it is 
Gods inſſitation that we muſt look to in our adminiſtration ) Qum autem 
fideles alloquitur, qui rite utuntur illa, tun conjungit cum ſud verĩtate, quam 
Fgurant. Quare ? neque enim jallacem pompam oftentat in. ſacrame ni is, ſed 
qua externa care monia ii gurat, exhibet ſimul reipſa, Hine fit, ut verit as, ſecun- 
dum Dei inſtiturum, conjuncta ſit cum fignis ] But when he ſpeaks to belie- 
vers, who uſe it rightly, he joyns them with their truth , which they typifie. 
Vberefore d for he doth not make ſhew of a deceitful pomp in the Sacraments, 
but hat the external ceremony figures, he exbibites together in very deed, 
Hence ic comes to paſs that truth, according to Gods inſtitution, is joyned with 
the ſigns, To the ame purpo (ay ther Peiteſtate. N i # 

Ibe next title mentioned in the Argument was, Sons of God. All that 
are baptized are the viſible or eſteemed ſons of God by faith in Chriſt ; there- 
fore they all profeſs char juſtifying faith to which that real or ſpecial ſonſhip is 

- promiſed, The antecedent is expreſſed in Gal. 3, 26, 27. L For ye are all the 
ons of God by faith in Chriſt Jefus ] which he proverb in the next wprds 

L For as many as have been baptized into Chriſt, haye put on Chriſt ] What 

Sons of God are in Scriptute ſenſe may be ſeen, Fohn 1. 13. Rom, 8. 14, 15. 
Pbil. 2. 15. 2 Fobn 3. 1, 2. Gal. 4. 1, 2, 5, 7. and Rom. 8. 17. [if fons; then 

hejrs, heirs of God, and joynt heirs with Chriſt ] was a good conſequence 

in Pauls judgement [Tn this ( ſaith ohn) the children of God are manifeſt 
from che children of che Devils: , Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs is not of 

God, be he that Ioveth not his brot her, 1 Fobn 3. 10. See alſo Fobn 

Ii, 52. Rom. 8. 16. 217. 3 
But Maſter Blake objecteth Rom. 9. 4. [ To them pertained the adoption] 

and Gomarus his comment. LY On 

Anſw. 1, Gomarws (aith-not ,' that any were in either ſenſe Sons of God 
without a prqfeſſion of a ſaving faith. 2. It was not after their unchurching or 

unbelief, that the adoption is (aid to pertain to them, but before, and then, 

let Maſter Blake prove, [ ſhe can F chat any Iſraelites were adopted without 
profeſſion, bf that faith, 7 hich was then ſaving: I doubt not to prove the 

contraty anon. And 3, I be could prove that luch thete were among the 1/- 

raelites, yer he will never prove that they are called Sons, though the Nati- 

on were 3 becauſe the denomination was principally from the true Sons, and 
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next fion the proſeſſed ones: None are viſibly ſons that be not viſibly 
true believers. ene Ae N hy 

The next title mentioned in the Argument is L Abrahams feed J All 
that are baptized are called Abrahams (ted, Gal. 3. 17, 18, 19. Therefore 
they all profels a juſtifying faith. The conſequence is proved , in thar none 
are Abrahams ſeed in Goſpel lenſe, but thoſe cordially thar are true believers, 
and thoſe appearingly that profeſs true faith. This is proved, Rom. g. 4, 6, 7. 
Rom. 4. 11. [ that he might be the Father of all them that believe, that righ- 
teouſneſs might be imputed to them. alſo ] this rherefore'ſs a juſtifying faith, 
and the priviſedge of the juſtified that is here mentioned. Its added werſ.”s 2, 
13. L An the Fecher ol clecurneifion to them who are not of the circumciſi- 
on, but a 9 walk in the ſteps of the faith of our Father Abraham yet uncir- 
cumciſed, For the promiſe that he ſhould be heir bf the world was not to Abra- 
bam or his ſeed by the Law, but by the righteouſneſs of faith ---- Therefore 
it is of faith that it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure to 
all _ ſeed , even to that alſo which is of the faith of Abrabam the Farher of 
us all.] F TY 2 5 
Schal 3. 6, 7,8, 9. L Even as Abrabum believed God, and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteouſnels: Know ye therefore that they which are of 
faich , the ſame are the children of Abraham ; And the Scripture fore-ſeeing 
that God would juſtifie the Heathen by faith preached before the Goſpel to A- 
brabam ; In thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. So then, they which be of faith 
are bleflzd with faithful 4brabanr] 80 verſ. 14. 18. [ Thar the bleſſing af 
Abrabam might come on the Gentiles, through] eſus Chriſt, that we might 
receive the promiſe, of the Spirit through faith. Now ta Abrabam, and his 
ſeed were the promile made; he ſaith not, and to ſeeds. as of many, bur as of 
one; and to thy ſeed, which is Chriſt, and ſo to thoſe that ate in him. It 
is hence moſt undeniable, that all Abrabams true leed are juſtified , and 
1 a juſtifying faith; and all his piofeſſing ſeed do' profeſs this 
ith, - | | hors etl I = 


The next title mentioned in the Argument is, [L Heirs according to the- 
promiſe.] All the baptized were heirs according to the promiſe : None that 
profeſs not a juſtifying faith are heirs accord ing to the promiſe (either really or 
appcaringly) therefore none that profeſs not a juſtifying faith ſhould be bapti- 
zed. The major is expreſſed, Gal. 3. 17, 18, 19. the minor (of which is. 
all the doubt) is proved from Rom. 8. 17. where thert is an. expreſt concate- 
nation of [children, heirs of God, coheirs with Chtiſt that uffering with 
him ſhall be glorified with him ] Gal. 4. 1, 6, 2. The heir is Lord ef all and 
a Son, and therefore bath the Spirit of the Son, by which they cry Abba Fa- 
ther. $0 Tit. 3. 5, 6,7. L According to his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of 
regeneration, and renew ing of the Holy Ghoſt which he ſhed on us, &c. that 
being Juſtified by his Grace, we ſhould be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life ] The heirs then are regenerate, juſtified, and have the hope of 
eternal life, So Epheſ. 3. 6. The Gentiles being made fellows heirs', and of 
the ſame body are partakers of the promiſe in Chriſt by the Goſpel, even the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt, Heb, 6. 17. The heirs of promiſe have their 
ſalvation confirmed by Gods oath, And Heb. 1. 14. they are called the heirs 


of ſalvation. And Heb. 11. 6. 9, It i; ttus jullificd believers that have Ther 
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title, and Fames 2. 7. [ They are called heirs of the promiſed Kingdom J 
and 1. Pet.z. 7. they are called coheirs ¶ of the ſame grace of life] So that 
to be heirs int he firſt and proper notion is to be Sons that have title to the in- 
beritance of glory: and therefore to be heirs in the ſecond analogical notion 
— - be — as ſeem ſuch by profeſſion of that Faith which hath the promiſe 
| of that glory. | | ; 
The laſt title that I mentioned in the Argument was L Juſtified ] Paul 
callerh all the baptized Church of Corinih Juſtified 5 None that p:ofels not 
a juſtified Faith are called Juſtified, therefore none ſuch ſhould' be baptized; 
The major proved to Maſter Blake out of x Cor. 6. 11. [ Ye are waſhed, ye 
are ſanctified, ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spi- 
cit af dur God. a 8 | 
Maſter Blake doth not at all deny the major or the ſenſe of the Text alled- 
ed to prove it 3 but darkly in generals intimateth a denial of the minor, ſi- 
ntly paſſing over that particular title ¶ juſtified ] as if he durſt nor be ſeen 
to take notice of it. I confeſs its ſad that good men ſhould be ſo unfaithful to 
the truth, which is ſoprecious, and is not their own, and which they ſhould 
do nothing ' againſt ( 45 Maſter Baxter bath done) but all they can 
for it. " | — a 
Having gon thus far about titles, let me add another; the title [ Rege- 
nerate ] Chriſt hath inſtituted no baptiſm, but what is to be a ſign of preſent 
regeneration. But to men that profeſs not a juſtifying faith it cannot be ad- 
mĩniſtred as afign' of preſent regeneration 5 therefore lie hath inſtituted no 
baptiſm to: be adminiſtred to ſum. ; | 
The major I have proved alteady in the firſt Argument, and its plain in 
Fobn 3. 5. Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God J And ſo in. Tir. 3. 5. where it is called the laver 
of L regeneration ] In both which though T am of their minde that think 
that the ſign is put for the thing ſignified J yer it may thence plainly appear 
what is the thing ſignified, even regeneration, or the new birth: Yea ſo com- 
monty was this zcknowledged by all the Church of Chriſt, that there is no- 
thing more common in the writings of the Fathers then to take the terms [ re- 
nerate, illuminate, & c. and baptized } as ſignifying the ſame thing, or at 
Fealbipceenof the ſame perion, whicli occaſioned one of our late Antiquaries 
ſo-ſtifly to plead that regeneration in Scripture Ggnifyeth meer baptiſm , and 
that ullithe baptized are regenerate. | 
I grant that it oft falls our that baptiſm being miſapplied ſealeth not rege- 
neration ar preſent, and that the ſame perſon may after ward be regenerate, 
and his remembred baptiſm may be of uſe to him for the confirmation of his 
faith. But this is not the inſtituters commanded uſe of it, to be ſo admini- 
ſtred at firſt, if the party proſeſs not ſaving faith, though this review of it is 
a duty, where it was ſo abuſed ar firſt; The minor T ſhall take for granted, 
while regeneration in Scripture ſtands ſo connexed to falvation' 3 1 
nom no regenerate ones, bur the juſtified, or thoſe that profeſs to have a ju- 
ſtify ing faith; nor hath he proved any more. y 
Pag 1185 Argun. 11. All that are meet ſubje&s for baptiſm, (are after 
theit baptiſm without any further inward qualification, at leaſt without any S 
other lpecies of ſaith )- meer ſubje&s for rhe Lords Supper: But no Infant 
| *% 
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(24) 
+ 4 meet ſubject for the Lords Supper, as 1 acknowledged, therefore no In- 
fant is a meet ſubject for baptiſm ; Oc thus, Thoſe whom we may baptixe, 
we may alſo admit to the Lords Supper: Bus we may admit no Infants to 
the Lords Supper, as is acknowledged by baptizers of Infants ; therefore we 
may baptize no Infants. ' 28 8 fl. 24 

The major Maſter Blake will eaſily grant me, and if any other deny it-I 
prove it thus. 

1. It is the ſame covenant that both Sacraments ſeal, one for initiation the 
other for confirmation and growth in grace; therefore the ſame faith that qua- 
liferh for the one, doth ſufficiently qualikie for the other, for the ſame covenant 
hath the ſame condition. 2; 1 15 HT 54287 3 

2. They are the ſame benefits that are conferred in an and the Lords 
Supper to the worthy receiver. Therefore the ſame qualification is neceſſary 
for the reception: The antecedent is commonly granted. Baptiſm uniteth to 
Chriſt, and giveth us himſelf firſt, and with himſelf che pardon of all paſt 
ſins, c. The Lords Supper by confirmation giveth us the fame things; 
it is the giving ol Chriſt himſelf , who ſaith by bis Miniſter, Take, Eat, 
Drink; offering himſelt to us under the ſigns, and commanding us to take 
himſelf by faith, as we take the ſigns by the out ward parts. He giveth us the 
pardon of ſin, ſealed and procured by his body broken, and his blood 
ſhed. - - , * ; <4 _— 

3. A member of Chriſts Church, againſt whom no accuſation may be 
brought from ſome contradiction of his firſt profe ſſion, ; muſt he admitted to 
the Lords Supper; but the new baptized may be ordinarily ſuch: therefore 
if he can but lay, I am a baptized perſon, he hath a ſufficient principal title 
to the Lords Supper, Coram Eccleſia, before the Church. LI mean ſuch as 
we muſt admit ] though ſome actual preparation be neceſſary, unleſs. he be 
proved to have diſabled his claim on that account either by nulling 
and reverting that profcſſion , or- by giving juſt cauſe of queſtioning 
1 G 1 Lie 
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4. The Church hath ever from the Apoſtles dayes till now without que- 
ſion admitted the new baptized at age to the Lords Supper, without, requi- 
ring any new ſpecies of faith to intitle them to it. I take the majot therefore 
as paſt denial : I muſt confeſs as much as I am againſt ſeparation, I · never 
intend to have communion with Maſter Blakes congregation , if they pro- 
feſs not ſaving repentance and faith, And if he exact not ſuch a 8 
I ſay ſtill he makes foul work in the Church, and when ſuch foul work 
ſhall be voluntarily maintained, and the word of God abuſed for: the defile- 
15 ment of the Church, and ordinances of God, it is a greater ſcandal to the 

Is weak and to the ſchiſmaticks, and a greater reproach to the Church, and ſad- 
1 der caſe to conſiderate men, then the too common pollutions of 
. which are meerly through negligence, but not juſtiſied and 


Tel Maſter Boxters own words judge him, who makes. the fame ſaui work 
in the Ordinance of baptiſm by admitting Infants to it upon a_ Parents ur Pro- 
parents (as be terms them) prof A, when all bis proo fu of the neceſſity of pro- 
725 to go be fore baptiſm are of the profeſſien oſ the party himſelf is be baptige i, 
and (en inſt ead of the Inſants, % his 

own 
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own invention that bath not any intimazion in Scripture , and by bis own proofs 
makes Infants capable of the Lords Supper, and pcruerts the nature 0 F Sacra 
ments, which his own words do fully expreſs, thus. 

Pag. 123, 124. The firſt Argument of ' Maſter Gilleſpies 20. is-from the 
nature of Sacraments, which are to fignifie that we have already faith in 
Chriſt, remiſſion of fin by him, and union with him. The ſenſe of the ar- 
gument is, That ſeeing Sacraments, { aceording to Chriſts inſtitution) are 
confirming ſigns preſuppoſing the thing ſignified both on our part and on 
Gods; therefore none ſhould uſe them that have not firlt the thing ſignified 
by them. Though I undertake not to defend all the Arguments that other 
men uſe in this caſe , yet this doth ſo much concern the cauſe of baptiſm, 
which I am now debating, that I ſhall give you this reply to it. What Di- 
vines are there that deny the Sacraments to be mutual ſigns, and ſeals Ggni- 
fying our part as well as Gods? And howill do you wrong the Church of 
God by ſeeking to make men believe that theſe things are new and ſtrange ? 
If it be ſo to you, it is a pity that it is ſo; but ſure you have ſeen Miſter Ga- 
taker's Books againſt Doctor Ward, and Daucnant ,+ wherein you have mul- 
titudes of ſentences recited out of our Proteſtant Divines , that athcm this 
which you call new. 

It is indeed their moſt common Doctrine, that the Sacrament doth pre- 
ſuppoſe remiffion of ſins, and our faith, and that chey ate inſtituted to ſig- 
nifie theſe as in being. | 

It is th: common Proteſtant Doctrine, that Sacraments do ſolemnize and 
publickly own and confirm the mutual covenant already entred in heart, 
as a King is Crowned, a Souldier Liſted, a Man and Woman maried after 

va conſents So that the ſign is cauſal as to the conſummation and de- 
wery (as a Key or Twig and Turf in giving poſſeſſion) but conſequential 
to the contract as privately made, and the right given thereby; ſo that the 
ſoul is ſuppoſed to conſent to have Chriſt as offered firſt [which is ſaving faith] 
and then by receiving him Sacramentally delivered, to make publick prof: ſſion 
of that conſent, and publickly to receive his ſealdd remiſſion, Maſter Cobbet 
[ cited by you ] might well ſay, that primarily the Sacrament is Gods ſeal; 
but did he ſay that it is onely his, and not ſecondarily ours? And in the 
next words you do in effect own part of the Doctrine your (elf, which you have 
thus wondered at, as new and ſtrange, ſaying; |[ I confeſs it is a Symbol of 
our 2 of faith. 

ty 


are not only fymbols of our profeſſio , as you ſpeak ut proſeſſing ſymbols. 3. 
And if ſo, then they muſt be ſigns and proſeſſions of choſe 
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The Fourth Argument of Maſter Gilleſpy is from Rom. 4. 11. Circum- 
cifion was a ſeal of that rigbteouſneſs of faith; therefore ſo i 2 8 there- 
fore ir belongeth onely to juſtified believers. He that maketh ir the infticuted 
nature or uſe of circumciſion to. be a (cal of + pager faich , which 
the perſon had before, doth make his circumciſion 8 proof of his foregoing 
righteouſneſs of faith. 

Pag. 133. You cannot ſhew where ever the wicked are commanded to 
communicate with the Church in the Sacrament, but in this order; Firſt 
to be converted and repent, and ſo baptized, and ſo communicate, Gilleſpy A- 
arons rod bloſſoming, pag. 514, 315. The aſſumption [that baptiſm it ſelf is 
not a regenerating ordinance ] I prove thus, 

1. Becauſe we read of no Perſons baptized by the Apoſtles, except ſuch as 
did profeſs faith in Chriſt, gladly received the word, and in whom ſome be- 
gun work of the Spirit of grace did appear (1 ſay not that it really was in all, 
but ſomewhat of it did appear in all.) Baptiſm even of the aged muſt neceſ- 
ſarily precede the Lords Supper. 

Pag. 144. My Twelfth Argument is from Matth. 22. 12. [| Friend how 
. thou in hither, not having on a wedding garment ? and he was ſpeech- 
leſs ] To [ come in hither ] is { tocome into the Church of Chriſt. }J By 
the wedding garment is undoubtedly meant, ſincerity of true faith and re- 
pentance, ſo that I may hence argue: 10 

If God will accuſe and condemn men for coming into his Church, or the. 
communion of Saints without ſincere faith and repenrance, then it is not the 
appointed ule of baptiſm to initiate thoſe that profeſs not ſincere faith and 
repentance. But Infants profeſs not ſincere faith and repentance, as i mani- 
feſt by ſenſe, therefore it is not the appointed uſe of baptiſm 10 initiate Ty- 

ants. : | 
f Pag. 145. The Thirteenth Argument is this: We muſt baptize none that 
profeſs not themſelyes Chriſtians 3 But no Infants profeſs themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, as is mani ſeſt by ſenſe, therefore we muſt baptixt no * The ma- 
jor is certain, becauſe it is the uſe of baptiſm to be our lolemn liſting ſign into 
Chriſts Army, our initiating ſign , and the ſolemnization of our mariage 
to Chriſt, and profeſſing ſign that we are Chriſtians, and we do in it dedicate 
and deliver up our ſelves to him in this relation as his own, So that in bap- 
tiſm we do not onely promiſe to be Chriſtians, but profeſs that we are ſo al- 
ready in heart, and now would be ſolemnly admitted among the number of 
Chriſtians; the minor I prove thus. $ | Wy 

1. No man is truely a Chriſtian that is not truly a Diſciple of Chriſt 
[ that is pop Af. 11.26, ] No man is truly a Diſciple of-Chriſt that doth 
not profeſs a ſaving faith and repentance, therefore no man that doch not ſo 
_ profeſs is truly a Chriſtian. The minor I prove thus: No man. is truly a 
Diſciple of Chriſt that doth nor . profeſs to forſake all contrary Maſters , or 
Teachers, and to take Chriſt for his chief Teacher, conſenting co learn of 
him the way to ſalvation: but no man maketh rhis profeſſion that profeſſeth 
not ſaving faith and repentance 3 Therefore no man that profeſseth not ſaving 
faith and cepenrance is truly a Diſciple of Chriſt. 

The major is eyident in the nature of the relation, the minor is as evident, 
in that it is an act of ſaving Faith and repentance to forſake other Teachers, 
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is truly a that proſeſſeth not to take Chriſt for his Lord and King, 
| ſorſaking his — But no man doth this but the profeſsars of a ſaving 
| faith. Therefore, c. 3. No man is a true Chriſtian that mow ſſeth not to 
5 wake Chriſt for his Nedeemer, who hath made propitiation for fin by his blood, 
and to eſteem bis blood:as che/Ranſom for finners, and to truſt therein; bur. 
none dothis bur sof ſaving faith, therefore none elſe are Chri- 
ſtians. The major of all theſe three Arguments is further proved thus: 
No man is proſeſsedly a Chriſtian that profeſſeth not to accept of Chriſt as 
Chriſt E or to believe . 2s Chriſt} but no man doth profeſs to rake 
_ n that proſeſſech not to take or accept him as his Prieſi, 
der and Rags, 


3 


here fort. e. The major is plain in it ſelf; the minor 
in, it being eiſentiol to Clift to be the Prieſt, Prophet, and King, 

theſe eſſentials related to us and accepted by us, © doth our own de- 
. briſtians ariſe, and that a bare aſſent wii hout acceptance 4 
wan Rte ae a Chxiſtian is poſt doubt, and Gall. be ſuri her ſpoken 


Abe ieee called our Chviſtening; od ſo be our en- 1 
trance le into t Kates. then is i not ta be given to them A 
— — Cheiſtians by profeſſion. And furthermore if a Faith x 
defeQive in the aſſenting part about kde eſſentisls of its object, ſerye not to de · | 
nominate a man juſtly a Chriſtian, then 8: Faith: defcQive in the conſen- PR” 
ting or acceptiag part above. ods an — oy 4 
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The antecedent is Maſter Blakes Doctriae; who affirmgth, That it is 
not neceſſary that they that come to baptiſm do profeſs a preſent faving faith, 
bur ics ſufficient that they engage themſelves to believe by ſuch a faich. Fhe 
conſequence is proved thus: 25 . 

1. It is not the beginning of ſaving fairh which we are to engage our felves 
to in the Sacraments, but the continuance, therefore" the beginning is pre- 
_— in that engagement, and ſo we muſt no more baptize without 2 pro 
feſſion of faith in preſent, then without an engagement to believe hereafter 3 
the antecedent is proved thus: e ee, Ss 0 

There is no one word in Scripture either of precept or example where any 
perſon in baptiſm doth engage, oc is _— to engage to begin te believe 
with a ſaving faith, or to believe with a faich which at preſent he hach not. 
Shew but one word of — — to prove this ( if you can ) if you cannot, I 
may conclude, that therefore we muſt not require that which we have no 


1. I have already ſhewed that Fohn required the ofeſſion of true reperit- 
ance ( by tbe baptized himſelf) and that his bait 
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School of Chriſt,” To contemn this order C as Maſter Baxter doth in Infant 
baptiſm ) is to contemn all rules of order : For where can we t xpect to find it, 
if not here ? I profeſs my conſcience is fully ſatisfied” from this Text, that it 
is one ſort of faith, even ſaving, chat muſt go before byptiſm, and the pro- 
feſſion whereof (i the Panty bimſelf to be baprized ; He that belicveth and 
is baptixed, not another ben the believer, mike Diſciples and baptide them, 
not others then the Diſciples made) the Miniſter muſt expect, of which ſee 
what is before cited out of Calvin and Ii ſcator. 

I fball be am ed reading this paſſige, at the blindneſs df Maſter Baxter, if 


he ſee not bow unauſwergbly his 0wn words overthrow Infant baptiſm, or bis by- 
245 if bei fed, as he ſaith, in conſcience of bis own expoſicion he do 
not deny Infant baptiſm, aud bewait bis alledging of Matth. 28. 19. in bi⸗ 
Book termed. aScriprure proof of Infants baptiſm, Part. 1. chap. 3. And 
I pray God todeliver me from ſuch bardneſs of heart, be adds, 


That it was ſaving ſaith that was required of the Fer#s and profciſed by 
them, Adis 2. 38, 41, 48. is ſhewed already, and is plain in the Text. Act, 
9. The Samaritens believed and had great joy, ind were baptized into the 
name of Jeſus. Chtiſt, verſ. 8. 12. whercby it appeareth that ir was both the 
underſtanding and will that were both changed, and that they had the pro- 
ſeſſion of a ſaying faith ( even Simon bimtelt Ad, 8: 37. The Condition 
on which the Eunuch mutt be baptized was{if he believed with all his 5 
which he proſeſſed to do, and that was the evidence that Phili 3 * 
Paul was ed after true converſion; Act. g. 18. The Holy Ghoſt fell on 
the Gentilen, Act 10. 4. before they were baßtized, and they magnified 


ion ja hand. 
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He farſt aſketh what he ſhould do to be ſaved; the 4 | ſtle anſwereth bim; 


his houſe, and was baptized that ſame hour of the night, or ſtraigheway. 
It is het pra rent he oe tame fafth which Faul Tequiredy Act 
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"thar fe is Taving faith "thar is mentitned. 
| red as believers in Jeſus Chufſt. In 2 word, 
I knew oſgo ong word in c 
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(300 | 
cided or reſol vel. le that liberty in expounding all at her Scripture, and you'l 
make it hat yon pleaſe. A Dogmatical faith is not the Chriſtian faith, ,. nor 
any where alone denominateth men -belitvers in Scriprure. I remember but 
one Text, Fobn 12. 42. where it is called belieyingion Chriſt ; ard but few 
more where it is ſimply called believing, but none where ſuch. are called; belie- 
vers, Diſciples or Chriſtians, or any thing that intimateth them, admitted in- 
to the vy iſible Church without the profeſſion of laving faith. I conclude that 
all examples in Scripture do mention onely the adminiſtration oſ it to the 


. 5 


profeſſars of ſaving faith, and the precepts give us no other direction; 3nd I 


provoke Miſter Blake ( as far as is ſeemly tor me to do to name one precept 
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or example for any other, and make it 5 
an 


in Scripture do mention. oeh the 
eſo wert profeſ- 


Plea of Parents or Praperents profeſſion of ſauing faiib, as entitaling Infants t 
. 77 . and 2 — « of init blind bim) bis own 


» ſtate af ſalestion; but ne Infant pro ſeſſeib that faith which catereth them 
into of (08,45 4 feſt by £ WIE, therefore no Tnjans 
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co the ele, .an-diind rom, js common ule to g. 1s 

igang cati to which baptiſm Js. appointed, vi 

elle wedhall nderſtand the uſe d it, or an 

eee ace but 

when the . 0 h 1 3 121 8 0 a th 0 Y f * a 0 the 
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others, When as the Text plainly ſpeaks of the ces to 
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tered Noahs Ark. that entered into a Rate of ſalyation from the Deluge. there 
fore ſo it is here as to the commanded. uſe. 2. When baptiſm s ſaid to ſa ve 
us, its Plaloly 2 the tate of ſalvation that baptiim enteteth us into» 
and not of baptiſm ex opere operato, by the work done, affecting our ſalvati- 
on: And ſo Fri comprehendeth the ſtate into which we are os by it 
initiated, As 3 woman that is maried to an Honourable man, or aSouldier liſted 
under an Honoutable ble Commander, i is ſaid to be hononred,the one by mariage, 
the other by likiog. Where. antecedent conſent is the foundation on both 
ſides of the honourable relati ons, and the ſubſequent ſtate is the condition or 
ſtate it ſelf w ich is but the ſulemn ſignation is but the expr cl. 
6ongfede former, and paſſage to the lacer. - 

3. H e that though the-anſwer of a good conſcience be 
the prine ended, vnd that ſayeth, yet the external baptiſm is here 
inelt Ear fign and tion, ſo that when the Apoſtle ſaith: L not 
the putting away of the rh of the fleſn] he means [ not: the bare outward 

of Es or as ſuch ] bur baptiſm as it is entire, having the 
t wage 2 wich the profeſſing 6gn. 


0 aificat ion, obſignation and complemen- 
tal Ab don © > ho lan ir being neither the firſts or principal 
efficient or condition s valued as it is oon junct with che pt inc i- 
pal cauſes and ici mo — attainment of theſe ends. 

5. It is pot a meer temote means leading towards a ſtate of ab den that 
baptiſq is here affirmed to be, but an entrance or means of entrance into 
8 ſalvation it ſelf. As the heart - covenant or faith. doth it peincipal- 

Y ſo baptiſm, ſignally and complementally. This is Plain. 1. Becaule it 
is not (aid to help ug towards a ſtate of ſalvation » -bas;.exprelly 10 ſave. 2. 
Becauſe the type which is here mentioned, vix. the Ark, was ſuch a means, 
that ime equals into it for preferyarion frogs the Flood were actually ſa- 
ved from 
All this laid rogerher doth confirm. both abe 8 and conſequence, 
of — Argument, Galping words on the Text fgniviez f. that no baptized 
Wen luded from falvarion bur Hypocrites. 2. That they that are cx- 
cluded 1 2 ſalvation for all their baptiſm are ſuch as did dep ave and corrupt 
its and'not juſtly uſe it. 

Ver another argument may hence be raiſed, has. Argum. 2. If, according. 

dhe in 7 the anſwer of a road cenſcience muſt be joyned with bag- 
tiſm for | of its cod, then we muſb admit none that. profeſs nor 
that e ofa g ee! Bat no Infant doh profeſs = anſwer of 

4 200d Gaſes of rms 5 T nariſet by ſenſ : Therefore me muſt admit no Infant 
to bapetſm. former is cerraiti-fram- the Text; ſor baptiſm is ſaid to 

3 is, its 4ppointed uſe, Yer not the external waſhing, but the anſwer of 

e doth it; therefore this. is of neceſſary. conjunction, and 

| | lend, bat it is 0 be adminiſtred and re- 

ume vol its end, and therefore never in a 
got attainable... What this anſwer of 2 

ire anon. Both the common exp f. 
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(32) 
[ Hence by the anſwer of a good conſcienct we may underſtand that un- 
feigned faith. whereof they made confeſſion at their baptiſm; and whereby 
their conſciences were purified, and whereby they received the remiſfion'of 
theic fins, &c. Some underſtand by the anſwer of a good conſrience, that co- 
venant whereinto they entered at their baptiſm , the Enbevcing whereof 
teltified by their unfeigned confeſſion of their faith J vid. ſuch a faith 25 
ts aforeſaid. | 
' Pg. 160. Argum, 18. No one may be admitted to e who may 
, nnt be addmirred a member of the Church of Chriſt, No due may be admir- 
teck to be a member of the Churchof Chriſt without the profeflion of a ſavin 
falch; therefore no one may be admitted to . without the qo pete 5 
a (aving faith. But no Infant doth profeſs ſaving f aith, 15 1 N Ale 
thereſore no Infant may be umi tiei to 2 
Chureſi memberſhip ag is in the power of the Abele = 9 who fat 
', the Keys of his Kingdom to cpen and let in, as well a3 to call our. The 
major is pſt queit ion, becauſe baptiſm is our ſolemn ce into the Church, 
ho were betore entred by private conſent, a | by the covenant 
of God. All the queſtion is of . wine, L "Hall thertfore 
rove. "The EIS . 
: 1. It iv hefore proved that all the aber the Church m 
are viſibly, folemnly, or by profeſſion, ſanctiſted from e ſin, cleanſed, 
juſtified perlons of God, the heirs of the promiſe, c. But this cannot be 
without the profeſſion of a ſaving faith ; therefore, c. 1. This is le be- 
fore proved, where it was ſhewed, that no other are Chriſtians or 
2. Ia Afr 2. 41,42: . The many thouſand chat were Added to the 
Church were ſuch asgladly received the docttine of lon, nd and 


ance, and continue — Apoſtles dodtige and fellow! 
bread and prayer; and ſo far contemned the world as to f 
common, And doubtleſs no man continued in thoſe ways { 
lowſhip, prayer, Oc. 2 withour the profeſſion of faving ach and | repentatice, 
" the very ule of theſe is ſuch a profeſſion, of which ſęith Calvin in AF. 2. 
. [ quzrimus ergo veram Chriſti eccleſtam; Hic nobis ad vivum. eſt 
c "Fa imigo, ac initium quidem facit a"dofrina, que velui eccleſiz anime eſt, 
not as barely heard, but Ib profefſed and received ) nee quamithet. doc ri- 
nam nominat, ſed Apoſtalorun ; hoc eſt quam yer ipſorum nana bs ei tra. 
di ſerat : ergo ubicun que perſonat purg va Evengetti , ubs in ejus projeſſion 
manent homine#; ubi in 'ordinario ej i audity. ad project fe exrrcent; ns 
indubiovſt cccleft 1 @%.&12re non remere bat quaruor recenſes.L ua ag, qu def. 
ſcribere vult nobůᷣ rire c ſtirur am ett le ſtarum.” Es nos ad bunt ordinem e. 
niticonvenit, ſi cuptmus vere cenſerFeccleſig cr Ped & Angelic; non inane 
rantiim—ejys nomen apud homines faftere ] 'Þ efare we out the ir 
Church of Chrift : ies image = to the. life, and. yerily it 75 
N „which is as it were the Jy! of the 8 neither Oh 
he name #ny do he; but of the Apoſkles, t * Bs uhh ts the” 8 : 
God had delivered by their haris,” Therefore u Ver. the pre Wice 
Goſpel ſounds, where mem remain inthe profe ſſion of it, wher they. CES A 
ihemſelves te profit ĩn the 6rdingty hearing of it, there undoubredly is The. 
Chagch, Wherefore uke mentions thele four things nc not wichons juſt ground, 
N when 
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e would deſcribe the duly conſtituted hate of the 1 and its con- 
venient that we ſnould endeayoar to attain to this order, if we de ſire to be a 
tue Church in the fight of God and Angels and not onely to boaſt of be vain 
name before men. And verſ. 47, it is id that the Lotd added dai- 
ly to ide Church ſuch us ſhould be ſaved. It deſcribeth them that were added 
to the Church, 55 that thiey were ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, or as Bcæa yiel- 
deth to another reading Land ſo 'Grotizs und many others] ſuch as ſaved 
chemlelyes from that untouard G:nerarion ¶ huj ſeſe qustidie ſcrvandos rece- 
wr noon ena Wos daily added themſe clyes ro the Church that they 
The Gborchis the body of Chtiſt, Col. 111 24. and none are enden 
2 xy buc ſucn as either are united to him, and live by him, or at Jeaſt 
ſeem to do Tie Qbucch is ſubject” to Chriſt, and beloved of Chriſt, and 
cheriſhed b lm: We ure mer his body, of his fleſn, ard of bis 
ef 3. 24:45, 30 And: thoſe that axe apainſt the general redemp- 
tion, me thinks 2 Aer 8 with the confiderarion, that it is the Church 
that Chriſt gave himſelf for, even rhe: ilible Church which he purchaſed with 
bi on blood; 4 Te in. Ehe., 25. and he is the Saviour of lis bo- 
dy, verſz3. Bur ſe he is nor et vely the Saviour of the profeſors of a ſaich 
that dab nor juſtifiz: Mr? Mean according to opinion, he is the ef- 
leQive Serie; 6f thoſe that profeſs 3  Joſtifying faich , and ] d, 
of the e but of others neirher way. ; 

Hith Diets ty 8 ther plain Toms of Scriprure » that 

che ob on Church ne ſaith, and one aptil at the | 
ized, and 22 ol meml 0 
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(34) | | 
Rom. 6. 4, 1. 4. And they have ſeigned alſo a new kind of Churciy: For 
the Church of Chiiſts conſtitution is but one, which is called viſible from 
mens profeſſion, and inviſible from the faith profeſſed. - But they have made 2 
Church which conſiſteth of a third ſort ot members; that is, ef men that 
neither have ſaving faith nor profeſs it, but onely are Tafents,” whoſe Parents 
or Proparents bave fattb, 2 | roy ores) rio 

5. To this end they have confounded the Church and rke Porch, the Vineyard 
& the adjacent part of the wilderneſs: thoſe that heretoſore were wel much as 
Catechumeni, ot men in preparation for the Church, n onely deſigned ro 
holineſs , and hoped and expecfed to be in after time when they came id under. 
ſtand the Chriſtian faith, Church - members, are nom brought into it, vnd are 
annumerated to true Chriſtians, before they once profeſsrhewſelvesto befiich, 

6. And bereby [ by Infant baptiſm J alla one the two ſötts of reaching, 
which Chriſt diſtinguiſnetb, Marth. 28419, 20. * taten awty, to wit, chat 

teaching which draweth men to Chriſt, and maketh them Diſeiples, and per- 

ſwadeth chem to teceive ey 5 us che 3 Kd "Carr's Df. 
ſciple ( {o Maſter Baxter of baptiſm,part. 1. chab. 3.) at is 102 learning ing to 

0 though be do not ſo min  &fubmit'eo learn, nor hach lehr- 

ned 3 truths, though yet he not made 4 Diſciple indted; nor 

ofets to be. 3 * 

0 Maſter Baxter is deeply offended with Maſter T. for denying Infant ib be 

Chꝛriſtians or members of the Churchmediately,: ec.” But I ſhall ſay: ſome- 

what more concerning thoſe Infants that are aſſerted by him to be Diſciples, 


” _—_ 


who do not ſo has proſeſs a ſaving; faith, vic. that they are no members 


feſſion of « ſ1ving feith, Otherwiſe we ſhould have two diſtinct Churches 


which is made by him, their qualification doth maße 2 10 N geſt be- 

| be 4 © ns * 7 'Gburch- 
members, When the Jaylor Ad. 16. 30;32, 33734, was admitted into the 
Church by baptiſm, it was upon the profeſſing of ſucha belicying,” * which 
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Dadobaptiſts ſpeak ſo much and purpoſely of #bis point, particularly Maſter 
Baxter of baptiſm, Pars, 1. chap. 29. A one would think we may 2 
exact reſolution of this point from him, if from any man, and yet he is uncer- 
tain what to fix upon, and if be reſolve on any thing it is without proof, as is 
Hhewed by Maſter T. Review, Part. 1. Sect, 35. 37. Exercit. Argum. 9. 11. 
Review part. 2. Sect. 10. 12. 17. Part, 3. Sect. 0. Gt. And I perceive that 
the ſtreſs of the differences between Maſter Baxter and Maſter T. did reft 
much in this, and no wiſe man will leave his grounds till he ſee where he may 

have better ( efpecially when the grounds are ſo plain as thoſe of the Antite- 
dobaptiſts are from Chriſts inſeitution, Matth. 28. 19. Mark 16. 15, 16. and 
the Apoſiles practice, which Maſter Baxter bath here ſo amply proved to be of the 
baptiz.ing onely of perſons who themſelves profeſs a ſaving faith) unleſs he 
mean to be for nothing, or of no Religion, No man can tell where to fix, 
nor what we muſt conleat to, to procure a title, if we once forſake the preſent 
ground of the Perſons own profeſſion of ſaving faiih who is to be baptized. 
What is ſaid to the contrary is anſwered in the books forenamed, and it is not 
meet to be ſtill writing for thoſe lazie Readers, that had rather erre then be ar 
the pains of reading what is already written. None are Diſciples upon the ac- 
count of your other faith, but of either ſaving faith or the profeſſion of it; 
noneare Chriſtians on the account of your lower kind of faith, but onely of 
ſaving faith or the profeſſion of it. Once for all I let you know, that I take 
ſaving faith to be the conſtitutive ot neceſſary qualification of a real or myſti- 
cal member; and profeſſion of that faith to be the qualifying condition of 
viſibility of memberſhip. I confeſs ſtill that the ſeal is to others beſides belie- 
vers, but though the promiſe be conditional, we mult not (pl to any but thoſe 
that profeſs conſent. to the conditions 3 and therefore not to any but thoſe that 
profels to be true believers. ; 

Pag. 190. I find by ſad experience (to my ſorrow) that a conſiderable part 
of ſome Pariſhes,or Villages are ignorant of the Fundamentals. I have ſpoken 
with abundance that that know not Chriſt is God or man, or either ( but they 
ſay he is a Spirit) nor that the Holy Ghoſt is God, nor why Chriſt died, nor 
that any ſatisfa@ion is made for our fins, or any thing done, or neceſſary to 
their pardon, but our own repentance and amendment , and with ſome that 
know not that the ſoul goes to heayen before the reſurrection, nor that the bo- 
dy ſhall ever riſe again. | 

Now I would know of Maſter Blake whether all the children of theſe Pa- 
rents mult be baptized again or not? For certainly theſe have not a Dogma- 
tical faith, which is the thing that he ſaith entituleth to baptiſm. And then 
what certainty have we that any of our anceſtors had a true Dogmatical faith : 

And I would know of Maſter Baxter whether ſuch children are not to be bapti- 
ed again? Sure if be ſay no, how can he allow that baptiſm which is without 

4 Profeſſion of ſaving faith! If he ſay yea, bow can he aſſure himſelf that any 
of our anceſtors bad right baptiſm ? Me thinks few that hold Maſter Baxters 
Tenets ſhould allow of the baptiſm of the greateſt part of Engliſh People who are 

no better then thoſe Maſter Baxter mentions, and yet neiiher Maſtcr Baxter nor 
other Palobiptiſts do laptite ſuch when they come to profeſs underſtandingly 
the faith of Chriſe, ___ © . 

Fag. 195. My Twentieth and laſt Argument is drawn from the conſtant 
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practice of the univerſal Church of Chriſt. It harh been the conſtant pra- 
ctice of the Catholick Church from the Apoſtles practice till now to require 
that profeſſion of ſaving faith and repentance, as neceſſary, before they would 
baptize ; therefore it muſt be our practice alſo. But it is otherwiſe in In- 
fant baptiſm, as experience ſhews , therefore the practice of it is not right. 
For the proof of the Churches ptactice, 
1. I have already ſaid enough about the Apoſtles own practice and the 
Cburch in their days. ä | 
2. The conſtant practice of the Church ſince the Apoſtles to this day is un- 
doubtedly known. 1. by the very form of words in baptiſm,and 2. by the hiſtory 
of their proceedings therein. 1. It is certain that the Church did ever baptize 
into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And as I have proved 
before, the voluntary ſeeking. and reception of that baptiſm containeth the 
actual profeſſion of a ſaving taith. 2. It is certain that the perſons to be baptized 
{ if at age) did profeſs to believe in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 3. 
It is alſo certain, that they-did-profeſs to renounce the Fleſh, the World, and 
the Devil. 4. And it is certain that they promiſed for the future to live in new 
obedience, and thus they publickly entered the three Ripulations 5 Credis ?- 
credo: Abrenuncias ? abrenuncio : Spondes d Spondeo. Doeſt thou believe? 
I believe. Doeſt thou renounce ? I renounce. Doeſt thou promiſe ® E pro- 
mile, | 
It was the conſtant doctrine of the Eathers and the Church then, that faith 
and repentance (given in vocation )} did go firſt, and that Juſtibcation, 
Adoption, and Sanctification followed after. And ſo they too this juſtify- 
ing faith and repentance to be prerequ iſite to baptiſm, therefore they ever re- 
quired before hand whether they believed in God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, and renounced the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil (as is aforeſaid) 
and cauſed them to profeſs this before they would þaptize them. And as it is 
true of the ancient Church, that they. never baptized any without the pro- 
feſſion of ſaving faith and repentance, ſo it is true. of all the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches in the — 23 that I can hear oſ to this day. 
The Papiſts themſelves do uſe the ſame words in baptiſm, as are before ex- 
preſſed, and require a profeſſion. And though their falſe doctrine force them 
to miſexpound their owa words, yet cuſtom hinders them from changing 
them; and for the reformed Churches it is paſt all queſtion , by their can- 
ſtant practice, that they require the profeſſion ofa ſaving faith, The practice of 
the Church of England till the late change, may be ſeen ia the Common 
prayer book, wherein all that is fore - mentioned is required, even from the in- 
fant, to whom tbe queſtion ij propounded, doeſt thou renounce ? doeft thou be- 
lieve ? wilt thou be baptized ? although they took the anſwer of the. ſuraties. 
as if it were the childes, and ſay in the Catechiſm they now promiſe, and per- 
farm faith and repentance by their ſureties. In the. confeſſion of :faith of che 
Aſſembly at Weſtminſter, cap-28. and again in the ſhorter Catechiſm , pro- 
ſeſſion of faithin Chriſt, and obedience to him is the thing required. They 
add alſo in the Directory [ that all who are baptized in the name of Chriſt - 
vo.renpunce, and by their baptiſm are bound to fight” againſt the Devil, the 
- world and the fi:ſh. } Fact 
Calvin in Ad 8. 37. faith [ Quod non admittitur Eunuchus ad baptiſ- 
f . : um, 
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, binc ſumenda eft univerſalis regula, non ante reci- 
piendos eſſe in Ece qui ab ea prius fuerant alieni, quam ubi teſtati fuerins 
Cbriſto ſe credere. 4 ray baptriſmus quaſi dei appendix: ideoque ordane po- 
ſterior eſt. Deinde fs datur fue fide, cujus eſt ſigilum, & impia & nimũ craſ- 
ſa eſt prophanatio, ] That the Eunuch was not admitted to baptiſm till he 
profeſſed faith, Hence this univerſal rule is to be gathered, that thoſe are not 
to be received into the Church, who before were rangers from it, till they 
firſt reſtifie they believe in Chriſt : for baptiſm is as it were an Appendix to 
faith, and therefore is later in order: then if it be gien without faith,of which 
tis the ſeal, tis a wicked and too groſs a prophanation. Here note; 2. That 
baptiſm (as received) is the ſea) of our faith ( how much ſoever denied by 
Maſter Blake ) as it is the ſeal of Gods prom iſe as adminiſtred. 2. That the 
conſtant order is that bapriſm follow faith. 3. And that it is no better then 
an impious profanation of it, if it go without faith 3 that is. 1. if the par- 
ty ſeek it without the preſence of faith, 2. if the Paſtor adminiſter it with- 
out the — of faith. => ah 

To like purpoſe ſpeak many more, but to ſalve Int baptiſm they ſay that 

Gods promiſe to — Infant, whom they meg born in the Church, 
% inſtead of profeſſion, that for it they by a judg f charity are taten to be 
regenerate, and that it ius much as we have of perſons of age, and k ſufficient 
warrant to baptixe them. Bus 1. they prove none of theſe. 2. nor are they true. 
3. nor were they true would they warrant Infant baptiſm, when the Inſti- 
tation i ( as ibey confeſs ) to baptizethem who believe by the Preaching of 
the Goſpel rothem, Matth. 28. 19. Mark 16. 16. whereby the inadvertency 
of the generality of Proteſtant Divines in ihi point may be diſcerned, and by 
the reading of this book all intelligent perſon; may perceive _ Baxters de- 

ceitfulneſ or heedleſneſs , and, ij be perßſt in defending,Infant baptiſm, hi- 
unreaſonable pertinacie in bis conccit, and, if he do not declare hi forſaking hi⸗ 

Doctrine in bis book of baptiſm , bis impenitencie and unrightcou dealing 

with the Church of God which be bath injured, 


